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PREFACE. 



At a time when the opinions of men are much divided 
upon the tilings which are occnrring in the Church of 
Christy beyond what we have been used to witness, it may 
not be lost labour if we endeavour, by God's help, to make 
some enquiry concerning them : in order that our under- 
standings may be informed, and our faith established, on a 
subject, •which necessarily involves many important conse- 
quences, on whichever side of it the truth is found. My 
first desire, in preparing these pages for the press, is, that 
I may be preserved from error, lest I prove a blind guide 
to others ; and that the Spirit of the Lord will enable me 
to write the truth, and nothing but the truth ; that in this, 
md in all things, I may act according to His will, which ere 
long shall be done on earth as it now is in heaven. Before 
I enter upon the subject of the following pages, let it be 
distinctly stated that I consider graces to be '' more excel- 
lent" than gifts, where I speak according to the ordinary 
use of these terms, for grace is the gift of God. But, when 
I say this, I would not detract in the very least degree from 
the value of gifts, remembering that St. Paul, who knew 

B 



ii PREFACE. 



these things far better than we« instructed Christians to 
covet earnestly the best gifts, though at the same time he 
. showed unto them a more excellent way. (1 Cor. xii. 31.) 
It is a subject of just concern to observe the unholy feel- 
ings which many professors manifest in discussing these 
questions. Thaa, a difference of opinion begets a bitterness 
of spirit^ which is fearfully manifested in the writings and 
conversation of some who espouse the one side or the 
other; as if our tongues were wormwood, and our pens 
were dipped in gall. A man is made an offender for a 
word, (Is. xxiz. 21.) and, instead of uniting in one holy 
band against the common enemies of our salvation, the 
armies of the living God are miserably divided. One 
division is arrayed against another^ and their strength is 
weakened who profess to come to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty. How adverse to the mind of Christ I 
How awliilly are the members of his body torn asunder 1 
How gloriously must Satan triumph! How must the 
Spirit of God be grieved ! In all this we are carnal; 
^'for whereas there is among us env3ring, and strife, and 
divisions, are we not carnal, and walk as men?'' (1 Cor. 
iiL 3.) Now may my God and Guide preserve me from 
this and every error ; and if, in the judgment which I am 
led to form on the present question, some should differ from 
me, let not this possible difference of judgment occasion 
a difference of feeling; but, ^'whereto we have already 
attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing." (Phil. iii. 16.) In conclusion I would observe. 
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that, as I deprecate on my own part the calling any man 
** mad/' or a ** fool," who may view this subject in another 
light, so do I condemn such conduct in others as illogical 
and unfair. It may suit that state of mind which prevents 
us from examining a question, which possibly we have 
neither time nor inclination to consider ; but surely it is 
more consistent with true wisdom to ''search out the 
matter," and, having weighed impartially the evidence on 
either side, to draw a fair conclusion, than to attempt to 
cut it short by the mere ipse dixit of an individual, which, 
after all, must be of very secondary importance. It is 
sometimes convenient to cut that knot, which might prove 
too hard for us to untie. 



WiLLIAN ReCTORT, 

I9th Jan. 1832. 
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CHAPTER I. 



CONCERNING SPIRITUAL GIFTS. 



'' Concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I toould not have you 

ignorant.*' — 1 Cor. xii. 1. 



In commencing an enquiry after spirittial gifts, 
their number and character^ let it first be stated 
that I consider them as distinct from all that are 
called natural^ under both of which are included 
the various endowments of "body, soul and 
spirit,"* which exalt and characterize our species. 
The soul, I use here in the sense in which it ap- 
pears to have been used by St. Paul, (1 Thess. 
V. 23.,) and consider it to mean the rational or 
living soul, sometimes called the " mind." (1 Cor. 

* It has been supposed that the diyiaion of our nature which 
St. Paul here makes, is derived from, and corresponds with the 
account given of it in the history of man*s creation (Gen. ii. 7.) » 
and a comparison of the terms employed by the Apostle, the 
Seventy, and our own translators, will show the probability of 
this conjecture. Whether this be correct or no, it is sufficiently 
clear that St. Paul distinguishes, on more than one occasion, be- 
tween soul and spirit, (Heb. iv. 12.) 
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xiv. 4.) By tpirity I understand that sublimer 
part of man^ which is termed by the same Apostle 
in another place^ ^^ the spirit of the mind/' (Eph. 
iv. 23.) If correct in these ideas^ the soul is. to 
be considered as the seat of the intellectual and 
reasoning faculties^ and the spirit principally of 
spiritual gifts^ some of which can exist, and are 
capable of exercise in the spirit, independently of 
the soul. (1 Cor. xiv. 2, 14.) Hence Mary says, 
" My spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour ;'* 
(Luke, i. 47.) where the proper seat of joy in God 
is found to be the spirit. ** And this part of the 
mind," says Ooodwin, (vol. iv. part ii. book ii. 
p. 123.), ^^is more sublime, purer, and more 
lively than any other, and formed for infinitely 
greater pleasures than all our external senses and 
appetites. These are vastly deep and most 
capacious gulphs, which can at one draught take 
in and drink more of pleasures and joys than all 
the other lower powers of the soul, (which are 
only subservient to these, as purveyors of plea- 
sures for them,) and they are able to collect, to 
treasure, and to heap up these joys unto eternity." 
For every good gift which we possess, natural 
or spiritual, we are indebted to *^ the Word of 
God," as ^' the true Light which lighteth every 
man that cometh into the world." (John, i. 9.) 
The former includes those which are given to 
us in the womb, " when, in all essential parts, 
the body of a child is a perfect body, as Adam's 



was when God gave him his soul."* These, 
when we come into life, ** grow with our growth, 
and strengthen with our strength:" these are 
capable of improvement, by proper culture, and 
attain to great perfection, altogether distinct from 
the other. The latter gifts are of quite another 
sort, and, existing independently of the former, 
are bestowed in another way, and commonly f at 
another time. These again must be divided, as 
they include those gifts of the Holy Spirit, which 
are usually called Christian graces, such as jus- 
tifying faith, hope, love, joy, peace, &c.j and 
those of which the Apostle speaks, when he says, 
'^Concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I would 
not have you ignorant." With these we have 
now to do ; and, the first things to be ascertained 
are, their number and titles. In St. Paul's writ- 
ings we shall find almost all the information 
needful upon the subject. 

In 1 Cor. xii. 8, 10, we meet with the greater 
number of the " diversities of gifts " which were 
given, by the Spirit, to the members of the body 
of Christ. 

7%e Word of Wisdom J The Word of Kmwledge, 
Faith, The Gifts of Healing, The Working ofMU 

* Archbishop Usher's Divinity, p. 92. 

t I specify the word '* commonly," because it may be said, 
that Jeremiah and John the Baptist were exceptions to the re- 
mark, who were sanctified, the one *' in,*' the other '^ from," his 
mother's womb. (Jer. i. 5. ; Luke, i. 15.) 
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raclesy Prophecy, Disceming of Sprits, Kinds of 
Tongues, The Interpretation of Tongues, 

In 1 Cor. i. 4, mention is made of two gifts. 
Utterance and Knowledge. 

In the latter part of the former chapter, the 
Apostle speaks of the gifts of God to the Church, 
in somewhat a different form. Thus, he says, 
(1 Cor. xii. 28.) ^^Ood hath set some in the 
Church,'' 

Apostles, Prophets, Teachers, Miracles, Gifts 
of Healings, Helps, Governments, Diversities of 
Tongues; and, not having specified Interpretation 
of Tongues, he enquires, (ver. 30.,) Do all inter- 
pret? 

In the same epistle (1 Cor. xiv. 15.) he refers 
to some other gifts, which, however, I consider 
to have been included, though not particularised, 
in the Oifts of Tongues, and Interpretation of 
Tongues \ and these are. 

Praying tvith the Spirit, Praying unth the 
Understanding, Singing with the Spirit, Singing 
with the Understanding. 

In another epistle (Rom. xii. 6—8.) he men- 
tions the following : 

Prophecy, Ministering, Teaching, Exhortation, 
Giving or Imparting, Ruling, Showing Mercy. 

He speaks, in an epistle to another church, 
(Eph. iv. 11.) of these as the ascension gifts, 
which Christ, "having led captivity captive," 
gave unto men. 



Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastors, Teach- 
ers. 

For two others, foretold by Joel, and quoted 
by St. Peter on the day of Pentecost, we must 
have recourse to another part of Scripture. 
(Acts, ii. 17.) 

Visions and Dreams. 

It must be clear, on a very cursory reading of 
these passages, that as no one, which has been 
quoted above, comprises all the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost, so there is a repetition of many in several 
of them. Hence it may be desirable to select 
from these, what appears to be, a correct cata- 
logue of the whole ; and this I will now endea- 
vour to do, 

"diversities of gifts. "" 
The word of Wisdom, (1 Cor. xii. 8.) 
The word of Knowledge, (1 Cor. xii. 8.) 
Faith, (1 Cor. xii. 9.) 
The gifts of Healing, (1 Cor. xii. 9.) 
The working of Miracles, (1 Cor. xii. 10.) 
Prophecy, (1 Cor. xii. 10.) 
Discerning of Spirits, (1 Cor. xii. 10.) 
Kinds of Tongues, (1 Cor. xii. 10.) 
The interpretation of Tongues, (1 Cor. xii. 10.) 
Praying with the Spirit, (1 Cor. xiv. 15.) 
Praying with t?ie Understanding, (1 Cor. xiv. 15.) 
Singing with tJie Spirit, (1 Cor. xiv. 15.) 
Singing mth the Understanding, (1 Cor. xiv. 15.) 
Utterance, (1 Cor. i. 4.) 

b3 
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Seeing Visions, (Acts, ii. 17.) 
Dreaming Dreams. (Acts, ii. 17.) 

THE PERSONS GIFTED. 

Apostles, (Eph. iv. 11.) 

Prophets, (Eph. iv. 11.) 

Teachers, (Eph. iv. 11.) 

Helps, (1 Cor. xii. 28.) probably for Helpers. 

Governments, (1 Cor. xii. 28.) for Governors. 

Evangelists, (Eph. iv. 11.) 

Pastors. (Eph. iv. 11.) 

In endeavouring to affix some definite mean- 
ing to each of these terms, I am aware of the 
difficulty which in some cases exists, and may 
fall into error ; but, I trust, it will not arise in 
any degree from leaning to my own understand- 
ing. 

TTie word of Wisdom, I conceive to intend the 
ability which the Holy Ghost gave to speak of 
" the things of Christ,*' who is " the wisdom of 
God.*' (1 Cor. i. 24. John xvi. 13, 14.) 

The word of Knowledge possibly conveyed a 
clear revelation of the meaning of the Ceremonial 
Law, and of all the circumstances of the Jewish 
economy, with .the bearing of each particular 
upon that dispensation which was to succeed it, 
and upon the heavenly things, after the pattern 
of which, as shown to Moses in the mount (Heb. 
viii. 5.), the former things were made. This gift, 
if correct in my interpretation of it, St. Paul ap- 
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pears to have eminently enjoyed, and manifested 
in his Epistle to the Hebrews, as well as in some 
other parts of his writings. 

Faith. One interpretation of this gift, which 
has prevailed to a great extent, is as follows : — 
That it was faith to engage in perilous under- 
takings and services. [See Scott's Bible, note on 
the place (1 Cor. xii. 9.); also Pole's Syn.] May 
it not rather signify faith to remove mountains, 
(1 Cor. xiii. 2.j Matt. xvii. 20.; Luke, xvii. 6.) 
in other words, that faith which enabled its pos- 
sessor to work miracles ? It forms no argument 
against this interpretation, that the working of 
miracles is specified shortly after ; because faith, 
the principle upon, or by, which they are wrought, 
is perfectly distinct from the miracle, the work 
that is wrought. 

The gifts of Healing are readily understood. 
In Mark, xvi. 18., we find the promise, "They 
shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re- 
cover;" and in Acts, ix. 17., and xxviii. 8., we 
find examples of its fulfilment. 

The working of Miracles. This appears to be 
used in a comprehensive sense, and to include 
exorcism^ or the casting out evil spirits firom those 
possessed, the taking up serpents, (Mark, xvi. 
18. Acts, xxviii. 3—6.) the drinking any deadly 
thing without hurt, (Mark, xvi. 18.) cum multis 
aUis. 

Prophecy was the counsel of God addressed to 
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men, and was designed for edification, for ex- 
hortation, and for comfort. (1 Cor. xiv. 4.) Some- 
times it contained a revelation of future events, 
as in Acts, xi. 27, 28. 

Discerning of Spirits was a very important gift, 
and manifested the watchful care of the great 
Head of the Church, lest his members should be 
deceived by him, who, to answer his own pur- 
poses, has transformed himself into an angel of 
light (2 Cor. xi. 14.) to deceive, if it were possible, 
the very elect. ^^ That therefore the Church might 
not be imposed upon, God was pleased to endow 
the Apostles, and it may be some others, with an 
immediate faculty of discerning the chaff from 
the wheat, true from false prophets ; nay, to 
know when the true prophets delivered the re- 
velations of the Spirit, and when they expressed 
only their own conceptions. This was a mighty 
privilege, but yet seems to me to have extended 
farther, to judge of the sincerity or hypocrisy of 
men's hearts in the profession of religion; that 
so, bad men being discovered, sidtable censures 
and punishments might be passed upon them, 
and others cautioned to avoid them. Thus Peter 
at first sight discovered Ananias and Saphiray and 
the rotten hypocrisy of their intentions, before 
there was any external evidence in the case ; and 
told SimonMaffus, though baptized before, upon his 
embracing Christianity, that his heart was not 
right in the sight of God; for I perceive, said he. 
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thou art in the gaU of bitterness, and in the bond 
of iniquity."'^ (Acts, viii. 21, 23.) 

Kinds of Tongues follow next in order. This 
gift is translated in another place, (1 Cor. xii. 28.) 
Diversities of Tongues; in the original, how- 
ever, the same word is used in both passages. 
The most prevailing idea concerning the object 
of this gift, is thus expressed by the same 
author. — "The Apostles were furnished with 
variety of utterance, able to speak on a sudden 
several languages which they had never leai*nt, 
as occasion was administered, and the exigences 
of persons and nations with whom they conversed 
did require.*' That such an idea should have 
taken its rise from the recorded occurrences of 
the day of Pentecost, is not surprising; neither 
am I prepared to deny that this was OTie object of 
the gift ; but that it was a very limited one is, 
I think, clear from the Scriptures. The Apostle 
Paul, speaking upon the subject, teaches us that 
Tongues were '^ for a sign, not to them that be- 
lieve, but to them that believe not." (1 Cor. xiv. 
22.) A sign of what ? That God was speaking by 
the individual who possessed the gift, and there- 
fore demanded attention of those to whom the 
sign was given; and was one, amongst the many 
merciful means to which Jehovah had recourse, to 
prevail on the Jews to believe. This was some- 
what similar to his former dealings with them, 

* Cave's Lives, Introduction vol. i. p. 14. 
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by types or similitudies^ to which be refers by the 
mouth of the prophet (Hos. xii. 10.)^ to show his 
condescension^ and their hardness and impeni- 
tence. That this was one object of the gift is 
clear^ from the Apostle's argument in the 21st 
verse. — ^^ In the law it is written, with {men of) 
other tongues and other lips will I speak unto 
this people; and yet for aU that will they not 
hear me, saith the Lord/' But this was not their 
only use, for they were designed for the profit of 
the individual who possessed them ; and unless he, 
or some other present, received the gift of in- 
terpretation of tongues, solely^ I conceive, /or his 
profit. Hence in those cases, in which any one 
exercised the former gift without the latter, he 
addressed himself to God (1 Cor. xiv. 2.), and 
thus spoke in the spirit to Ood ; and spoke 
mysteries, to the edifying of his oum spirit , though 
not of his own understanding. 

I am aware that some persons have attempted 
to show, that this construction of these passages, 
which seems to convey their plain meaning, is not 
their real meaning, because they did not readily 
understand how these things could be. But, if 
St. Paul be correct, and who will question it, in 
saying that Man is composed of body^ soul, and 
spirit, and if by soul we are to suppose the under- 
standing to be meant, and by spirit the higher 
quality of which we have spoken before, then it 
is easy to comprehend that, the two being distinct 
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and capable of distinct fumtionsy the one might 
be exercised without the other. Neither do we 
stop here^ for we are assured that it must have 
been so, because the same Apostle exhorted those 
who exercised the one gift, by which their spirita 
were benefitted (1 Cor. xiv. 2, 14.), whiUt their 
understandings were unfruitful^ to ask for the 
other, that their understandings might also be 
partakers of the benefit. 

We are brought next to Interpretation of 
Tongues. The advantages of this gift, both to in- 
dividuals and the Church, maybe seen from what 
has just been stated; and the command last named 
to those who possessed the former, to pray for this 
latter, affords at once an argument to show that 
the divine object in committing Tongues to men 
was not onltfy if even chiefly, to fit them for 
preaching the Gospel in other languages. For, if 
it had been, of what use would have been the 
power of Interpreting F Who would have required 
itunderstich circumstances P Certainly not those to 
whom the tongue was addressed, because it would 
be their own; and as certainly not those on whom 
the tongue was bestowed ; because, on the above 
supposition, the gifted person was to be fitted 
thereby for preaching the Gospel, which he could 
not preach, unless he understood the words which 
would convey to his hearers the doctrines he 
desired to inculcate. But, in support of this view 
we are told, that in the Christian assemblies of 
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those days were men of different nations ; and, 
under such circumstances. Interpretation of 
Tongues would be necessary. Let us put such 
a case, in order to examine whether this is pro- 
bable. We will suppose, at the present hour, that 
a Christian preacher was called upon to address 
such a mixed assembly, consisting of English, 
French, Germans, Italians, Spaniards; we will 
suppose him to preach to this assembly in Spanish : 
those present, who understood the language, would 
understand him, to the rest he would be a ^^bar- 
barian." But, exclaims our theorist, this is the 
tijne for exercising the other gift. Now the value 
of Interpretation will be seen ! What gift would 
explain to all the rest, we ask ? Not one, but 
many. He must have one gift of Interpreting 
his Spanish into Italian, another of Interpreting 
his Italian into German, a third his German into 
French, and a fourth his French into English ! How 
tedious would be such a proceeding! How de- 
structive of all the energy of preaching ! Yet abso- 
lutely necessary, in order that all may understand, 
if the supposition be correct, that in the mixed 
nature of the Christian assemblies the true reason 
is found for the. gift of Interpretation of Tongues. 
Rather do I suggest that the supposition is in- 
correct; that the gift was designed for public 
exercise under very different circumstances; that 
the speaking in a Tongue, was in one alike un- 
known to him who used and to those who heard 
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it, until the Interpretation was given. As such, 
it was truly ^^ a sign" that God was employing the 
individual for some specific purpose ; and when 
the speaker, or another, received the gift of inter- 
pretation, the mind of God was communicated to 
the assembly coming with the impress of divine 
authority, God thereby having "set to his seal" 
that the word thus spoken was Truth. As there- 
fore we have before remarked that Tongues were 
addressed to God, so Interpretation of Tongues^ 
was addressed to men; and those to whom it was 
^ven, spoke with the understanding that they 
might teach others also. 

We come next to the various giftsof Prayiny loith 
the Spirit, Praying with the understanding; Singing 
with the Spirit, and Singing with the understanding : 
which I conceive to be differences, or varieties, 
of the manifestation of the two former gifts; and, 
if correct in this view, Tongues included 

Speaking with the Spirit, 

Singing with the Spirit, 

Praying with the Spirit. 

The Interpretation of Tongues included, 

Speaking with the understanding, 

Singing with the understanding, 

Praying with the understanding. 

The gift of Utterance, which next occurs, I con- 
sider to be that by which the Holy Ghost enables 
men to preach the word, and not to intend 
tongues, as some commentators have supposed ; 
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for the Greek words, by which the two gifts are 
expressed, are materially different. 

Seeing virions and Dreaming dreams, were also 
named by St. Peter on the day of Pentecost, as 
forming a part of Ood's gifts to men. 

We meet with both these modes of divine com- 
munication in the Jewish church. Thus (Num. xii. 
6, 7, 8.) we read, *^If there be a prophet among you, 
I, the Lord, will make myself known to him in a 
visum, and will speak unto him in a dream. My 
servant Moses is not so, who is feithfiil in all 
mine house: with him will I speak mouth to 
mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; 
and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold." 
Hence Dr. Cave has truly observed, that **the 
most frequent and standing methods of divine 
communications, was that whereby God was wont 
to transact with the prophets, and, in extraor- 
dinary cases, with other men: which was either 
by dreams, visions, or immediate inspirations. 
The way by Dreams was when the person being 
overtaken with a deep sleep, and all the exterior 
senses locked up, God presented the species and 
images of things to their understandings, and 
that in such a manner, that they might be able 
to apprehend the will of. God, which they pre- 
sently did upon their waking out of sleep. These 
divine dreams the Jews distinguished into two 
sorts, monUory^^or else prophetical" "By visions 
God usually communicated himself two ways,-— 
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First, when something really appeared to the 
sight : thus Mosea beheld the bush burning, and 
stood there while God conversed with him." 
"Secondly, by powerful impressions upon the 
imagination, usually done while the prophet was 
awake, and had the fiiee and uninterrupted ex- 
ercise of his reason, though the vision oft over- 
powered and cast him into a trance, that the soul, 
being more retired from sensible objects^ might 
the closer attend those divine notices that were 
represented to it."* 

Our next concern is with the pertons gifted^ 
and which we have enumerated above. 

The First, Apostles: of these we need say 

nothing. Secondly, Prophets: of whose office 

» 

also it would be superfluous. to speaks 

Teachers succeed to these, and, though that 
has been thought by some to convey the idea of 
individual ministers over separate congregations, 
[Scott's Bible, note on Eph. iv. 11.], might we not 
rather suppose them to have been the persons 
who corresponded in some way with the Teachers 
of babes (Rom. ii. 20.) in the Jewish church, and 
with the catechists of later times, who taught 
" the first principles of the oracles of God ?" 
(Heb. V. 12.) 

Helps were probably attendants on the Apostles, 
as the Levites on the priests, of whom they were 
called by the Jews helps or helpers. 

* Caye, Introductory Disoourse, p. 42. 
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Governments. Dr. Lightfoot supposes these to 
have been discemers of spirits, the same word 
being used by the Septuagint to signify spiritual 
wisdom or discernment. 

Evangeliste. Preachers from city to city. 

Pastors. Among the Jews this title was ap- 
plied to the Rulers of the Synagogues; and it 
seems to convey the idea of a stationary minister, 
or overseer of the flock of Christ, in the succeed- 
ing dispensation. 

Such were the "diversities of gifts *' bestowed 
upon the early Church of Christ! In such we 
find "the manifestation of the Spirit^' in the 
days of which we speak ! Gifts worthy of the 
God who gave them, and fitly called ^^ the pro- 
mise of the Father/' From St. Paul's testimony 
respecting the distribution of these gifts we 
learn, that though they abounded in the Church, 
they were not all possessed by one and the same 
individual ; but, all proceeding from the self- 
same Spirit, were divided to every man severally 
as He willed. (1 Cor. xii. 11.) 

Hence we discover the fitness of that term 
which is employed to describe the Gospel Church. 
(2 Cor. iii. 8.) Hence it might be justly said, ^^ It 
was never so seen in Israel !" 



CHAPTER II. 



THE BAPTISM OP JOHN AND OP OUR LORD JESUS 

CHRIST CONSIDERED. 



"John truly baptized with water: but ye shall be baptized 
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence" — Acts, i. 5. 



There are few subjects upon which more un- 
scriptural ideas are commonly entertained than 
that of " the Baptism of John ;" being often con- 
founded with that sacramental sign and seal of 
admission into the covenant of grace, which was 
ordained by Christ himself, after the baptism of 
John had been administered. Conceiving that 
the Scriptures justify no such confusion, and that 
our blessed Lord places the baptism of John, in 
the passage quoted above, in something like a 
contrast with another, which he calls the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost, it may tend to throw some 
light upon the subject with which we are engaged, 
if we consider each of them in their order. 

Baptisms, it has been supposed by some^ writ- 
ers, were common amongst the Jews before our 

* Jeimmg*8 Jewish Antiq. yoI. i. book i. p. 126. 
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Lord's appearing; though^ under the Mosaic 
economy, drcumcirion, not baptism, was, as we 
know, the ordinance of union. Thus we read 
(Exod. xxix. 4.) that the High Priest, when con- 
secrated, wa8 wfuhed with water* Again, when 
a Gentile became a proselyte to the Jew's religion, 
"the rabbies make the form and manner" of 
admission " to consist of three articles ; circum- 
cision, baptism^ and sacrifice/' Without, how- 
ever, laying any stress upon this, which has been 
a disputed point among learned men, the thing 
itself must, whenever used, have been an apt 
emblem of a spiritual action, a befitting figure of 
putting away the filth of flesh and spirit. This 
appears to have been signified in the case of Noah 
and his house, who "were saved by water;" and 
which the Apostle Peter tells us, was a figure of 
Christian baptism (1 Pet. iii. 21.) ; and by the 
fathers of the Jewish church being under the 
cloud and passing through the sea. (1 Cor. x. 1, 2.) 
The meaning of baptism, therefore, not being 
unknown to the Jewish nation, in what light 
would they consider " the baptism of John ?'* 

Not as Proselyte baptism^ as Josephus clearly 
states. " This good man," saith he, "did Herod 
kill, who exhorted the virtuous, just and pious 
to come to his baptism; for he looked upon bap- 
tism to be acceptable to God, when used, not for 
purging away certain offences, but for purifying 
the body, the soul having been before cleansed by 
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righteousness." ^^So that he makes John's bap- 
tism to be of the nature of the Jewish purifica- 
tions, or ceremonial washings, without having 
any reference to proselyte baptism, which on this 
occasion he could hardly have failed mentioning, 
if it had been then in use."* But a stronger reason 
for arriving at this conclusion I find in the 
fact, that, with the exception probably of the 
soldiers who came to him, (Luke, iii. 14.,) he 
preached chiefly to Jews, to those who were already 
"the children of the kingdom," and therefore not 
subjects for proselyte baptism, if such an ordi- 
nance existed. 

Much less was it Christian baptism^ for that 
had not as yet been instituted, and it wanted 
one important feature which characterises that 
sacrament. Indeed it should be remembered that 
those who had received John's baptism, were 
afterwards baptized with our Lord's, (Acts,xix. 5.) 
which, had they been the same, would have been 
opposed to the principle of the ordinance, and 
accordingly to the practice of the true Church of 
Christ. [See this subject of a second baptism 
discussed, in any of those works which treat of 
receiving lapsed believers, on repentance, into the 
Church.] 

If then it was neither Proselyte nor Christian 

* Jenning's Jewish Antiq. toI. i. book i. p. 136. 

Whiflton's Josephus's Antiq. of the Jews, yol. iv. p. 72 : where 
the translation of the passage is somewhat different. 
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baptUmj what was it ? It appears in Scripture 
that the three following particulars are taught 
concerning it^ from which we may derive a tole- 
rably correct idea of its character. Firsts it was a 
baptUmwith water: Secondly^ it was a baptwn of 
repentance ; and there/ore, Thirdly^ it was a bap- 
tUm of regeneration. 

The Scripture represents it to have been a bap- 
tism with water, which^ though at the first it may 
seem superfluous to specify, (inasmuch as some 
might ask. With what besides water could a man 
be baptized?) will not on reflection appear to be 
so, as it set forth by an ordinary outward opera- 
tion on the body, a spiritual work upon the 
inner man. It was, moreover, to distinguish it 
from that which is elsewhere called a baptism 
with the Holy Ghost. 

That it was a baptism of repentance is clear 
from St. PauPs testimony upon the subject to 
John's disciples at Ephesus. ^^Then said Paul, 
John verily baptized with the baptism of repent- 
ance, saying unto the people, that they should 
believe on him which should come after him, that 
is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus/' 
(Acts, xix. 4. 5.) Hence it was accompanied 
with confession of sins, on the part of those who 
came to it, as we read in the Gospel. " Then 
went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea, and 
all the region round about Jordan, confessing 
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their sins." (Matt. iii. 6, 6.) Hence, when the 
Baptist saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
come to his baptism, he upbraided them with 
being a generation of vipers, and urged them to 
'^ bring forth fruits meet for repentance." Hence 
he testified, "I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance ; but he that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to 
bear." (Matt. iii. 11.) 

A question may here be put as to the nature of 
John's baptism in the case of our Lord himself ^ 
who required it at his hand, that thereby he might 
^^ fulfil all righteousness." Doubtless his case was 
essentially different from all others, as the manner 
of man was dilfferent. It may appear perhaps to 
some that as, by the Father's imputation, he was 
made sin for us who knew no siuyinthat imputed 
character he might seek a baptism of repentance 
to fulfil all righteousness for us^ in whose place 
he stood and whose sin he bore. Though, I say, 
this may be the opinion of some, yet it seejptis 
more probable, I think, the fulfilment of right- 
eousness there intended was principally, if not 
entirely, that he might undergo that washing, or 
baptism, which was required by the law of the High 
Priest when he was inaugurated, A reference to 
what was commanded in this respect by the 
Levitical law will throw a clearer light on this view 
of the subject. In the book of Exodus, xxix. 4 — 7., 
we find Jehovah's instructions to Moses respecting 

G 
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"the ceremonies of consecrating the priests." 
"And Aaron and his sons thou shalt bring unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation^ 
and shalt wash them with water ^ And thou shalt 
take the garments^ and put upon Aaron the coat^ 
and the robe of the ephod, and the ephod^ and 
the breast-plate^ and gird him with the curious 
girdle of the ephod: and thou shalt put the 
mitre upon his head^ and put the holy crown 
upon the mitre. Then shalt thou take the anoint^ 
ing oil, and pour it upon his head and anoint him.*^ 
(See also Lev. viii. 6 — 10.) All these things 
were ordained for the time then present^ and were 
figures of things to come^ and very apt figures 
also. As Aaron therefore was first washed with 
water^ and then anointed with oil before he 
entered on the administration of his priestly office^ 
so Christy the great High Priest^ was first baptized 
with water by one that was more than a prophet; 
and having been so baptized^ or washed, was 
anointed with the unction of the Holy Ghost, with 
which oil of gladness, He, " The Holy One of 
God,"' was anointed above his fellows. (Psalms, 
cxxxiii. 2. — ^xlv. 7.) 

In the correctness of this opinion I am confirm- 
ed by finding that it was held by Dr. Lightfoot, as 
that is stated by Pole on the passage. 

This I think places the matter in a clearer light, 
and furnishes a reply to the enquiry which led to 
this digression. 



27 

But, besides these two features, the baptism of 
John possessed another, namely, that of regent- 
ration. To this I anticipate the following reply. 
^If it were so, wherein did it differ from* Christian 
baptism?' In this material point, that the last 
became the sacramental sign and seal, and ordi- 
nance of admission into the Covenant of grace, 
and succeeded Circumcision in the Church on 
earth, %oUly by virtue of Christ* s institution. 

When the angel Gabriel revealed to Zacharias 
the birth of his child, he made this communica- 
tion Inspecting him 5 "and many of the children 
of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God." 
(Luke, i. 16.) In Scripture the conversion of the 
sinner is ascribed to the Spirit, being his office 
work ; and the necessity of a divine agent to per- 
form it is clear, as man " cannot tui*n and prepare 
himself, by his own natural strength and good 
works, to faith, and calling upon God.*' [Tenth Art. 
of the Church of England,] This St. Paul teaches 
when he reminds the Ephesians, that the working 
of the same mighty power, which was wrought in 
Christ when he rose from the dead, is put forth 
in its exceeding greatness in us who believe. 
(Eph. i. 19, 20.) Now, though it is the office 
work of the Father, in the Covenant of grace, 
to draw souls to Christ, for "no man can come 
to me,** said our Lord, " except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him** (John, vi. 44.); and to 
teach souls concerning Christ 5 for " every man 

c 2 
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that hath heard and hath learned of the Father 
Cometh unto me/' says the same Lord^ (John, 
vi. 45.); and moreover to reveal Christ in thesoul^ 
which he. testified to Peter, saying, ^^ Blessed art 
thou Simon Bar-jona, for flesh and blood hath 
not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in Heaven " (Matt. xvi. 17.); <uid though it be, 
now at least, the office work of God the Son to 
give repentance and remUHon of einsj (Acts, v. 3 1 .) 
yet the conversion of a sinner from a dead state 
in sin, into a new-birth-state of holiness, belongs 
to God the Holy Ghost, inasmuch as ^Uhat frhich 
is bom of the Spirit is Spirit.*' But John's having 
been a baptism of repentance, and his ministry 
having been effectual to turning many of the 
children of Israel to the Lord, the power of the 
Holy Ghost must have accompanied each in his 
converting, or regenerating, influences. Besides 
this, John baptized to make Christ manifest unto 
Israel, (John i. 31.) which he did in the first in- 
stance more by his baptism than by his preach- 
ing; for it was the fact, that he baptized, which 
appears to have drawn the attention of the Jewish 
church rulers to him. Accordingly they sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to enquire 
concerning him, (John, i. 19 — 26.) which afforded 
the opportunity of preaching to them of One, then 
standing among them, whom they knew notj 
and, when he baptized that One, he did eminently 
make him manifest to Israel. 
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Let our attention now be directed to that other 
baptism^ to which reference was made by the 
Voice which cried in the wilderness (Matt. iii. 3.); 
and by our Lord^ as his saying is recorded by St. 
Luke. (Acts i. 5.) 

In the course of his preachings the Baptist said^ 
^^ I, indeed^ baptize you with water unto repent- 
ance 'y but he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I^ whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : he 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire." (Matt. iii. IL) 

H^lte we find that the baptism, wherewith John 
told the people they should be baptized by 
Christ, consists of two particulars: one, "the 
Holy Ghost,'* the other, " fire." By the former 
I consider, in this placey the sacrament of Chris- 
tian baptism to have been intended : by the 
latter, some other work, which was to be wrought 
in the members of Christ's Church. It will pro- 
bably be observed, that nothing is said of water ^ 
which is an essential part of Christian baptism. 
The omission in this passage does not militate, I 
conceive, against this interpretation ; but seems 
to have been intentional on the part of him who 
made it, and may be explained in the follovnng 
manner. The Baptist, in those words, referred 
only to the Acts of Christ, foretelling what he 
should do, when he appeared. We are also told 
by the evangelist, that " Jesus himself baptized 
not, but his disciples" (John, iv. 2.); and, as the 



Lord committed to the antfaarised mmsfeers of fab 
Churdi^ the applicatimi of the outward sign of 
water in that Saorament^ so he retained, in his 
own hands, the administration of the inward 
grace, or the baptizing **with the Holy Ghost." 
This I consider to be the intent of the words, 
and to contain the true Catholic doctrine of 
Christ, as the Church's Head, exercising ^Hhe 
power of the keys" in the imnMle world: by 
which he opens the door of, and admits into, the 
invisible kingdom of God, while his dburch offi- 
cers, by a delegated authority from him, are-exer- 
cising the corresponding power upon earth, and 
are opening the door of, and thereby admitting 
members into, the visible kingdom of grace, in 
administering the outward sign of that Sacrament. 
Supposing, therefore, that this view is correct, 
and that the Sacrament of Christian baptism was 
intended in this plaee^ because the two expres- 
sions seem to convey the whole work of Christ 
in this particular, what benefits are hereby com^ 
municated to those who use it? Our Church 
Catechism thus expresses them :-— ^^ A death unto 
sin, and a new birth unto righteoosiieas ; for 
being by nature bom in sin, and the childien of 
wrath, we are hereby made the children of graoe." 
^^ We receive Christ Jesus," says the {Houe 
Hooker of blessed memory, ^^ in Baptism onoQ, 
as the first banner;, in the Eucharist often, a^ 
being by continual degrees the finishar of our lif^. 
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By baptism^ therefore^ we receive Christ Jesus, 
and from him that saving grace which is proper 
unto baptism: by the other Sacrament we receive 
him also, imparting therein himself, and that 
grace which the eucharist properly bestowetb* 
So that each Sacrament having both that which is 
general or common, and that also which is peculiar 
unto itself, we may hereby gather, that the par- 
ticipation of Christ, which properly belongeth to 
any one Sacrament, is not otherwise to be ob- 
tained but by the Sacrament whereunto it is 
proper." (Eccles. Pol. b. v. §. 57.) In thus 
speaking of the benefits which are conveyed by 
baptism, let it be distinctly understood, that I 
consider them as belonging to the faithfulj who 
come to that ordinance, and to the seed of the 
faithful, who are brought to the same ; and who, 
by virtue of their parents* covenant, are foederally 
holy (1 Cor. vii. 14.), and have consequently a 
right to the sacramental sign and seal of admission 
into the Covenant of grace. If, therefore, *Hhe 
participation of Christ," and *^ that saving grace 
which is proper unto baptism," and which in- 
cludes ^^ a death unto sin, and a new birth unto 
righteousness," and adoption into the family of 
God, be the benefits communicated in and by 
Christian baptism, rightly administered and duly 
received, it is clear that few, if any, of those gifts 
of which we are speaking, are thus communicated 
to the Church of Christ. The case of Cornelius 
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and his believing friends bears me out in this^ 
who received the Holy Qhost in his extraordinary 
gifts, heftyre they received the sign and seal of 
admission into the Gospel Church. (Acts, x. 44, 
48.) These, therefore, must be sought elsewhere; 
and, I beUeve, will be found under another bap- 
tism, tvith the Holy Ghost, spoken of by our Lord, 
after he had instituted the former above three 
years: which, to distinguish it from the grace 
bestowed in the former, is called by John, in the 
passage we have been considering, a baptism with 
fire. 

Blessed and highly favoured as the members 
of the earliest Church of Christ had been, by the 
presence of their Lord, whom they had seen with 
their eyes, and had looked upon, and with their 
hands had handled (1 John, i. 1.), it must have 
sounded strange to their ears to hear, and have 
demanded no common exercise of faith to believe, 
that it was expedient for them that He should go 
away ! Yet it was so ; for God, who cannot lie, 
declared it 5 and the event proved the truth of 
his saying. In that communication of it, with 
which we meet in St. John's Gospel, our Lord 
calls the Holy Ghost by the peculiar title of the 
Paraclete, or Comforter, which has been well 
considered, in one of its senses, as synonymous 
with his name of the witnessing Spirit (Rom. viii. 
16.); for when he thus comes into the heart of 
a believer, witnessing with his spirit that he is a 
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child of God, he gives him the higher measure of 
faith, even assurance, from which fulness of joy 
can alone result. (John, xiv. 1 6. — ^xv. 11. 1 John, 
i. 4.) 

But it appears that He was also to come in the 
capacity of Teacher (John, xiv. 26.), to teach 
them all things ; and to bring all things to their 
remembrance, whatsoever the Lord had said unto 
them. He was to show them things to come 
(John, xvi. 13.); and to glorify Christ in all.* 
(John, xvi. 14.) In St. Luke's Gospel, our Lord 
calls this "the promise of the Father" (Luke, xxiv. 
49.), and "power from on high,'* for which he 
commanded the disciples to tarry in Jerusalem; 
and, in the Acts, we meet with this same word 
" power," which the marginal reading of that 
passage translates, " the power of the Holy 
Ghost." (Acts, i. 8.) After this command had 
been given, and our Lord had gone up on high, 
they abode ten days in the city ; and having 
chosen by lot Matthias to the Apostleship, from 
which Judas fell by transgression, they were all, 
with one accord, in one place on the day of 



* I here omit that threefold preliminary work of the Holy 
Spirit, by which He convinces of sin, of righteousness, and of 
judgment, because this work did not strictly tgtpfy to the Church, 
but to '* the world." " He shall convince the world," (John, xvi. 
8.) Thus the Holy Ghost strives with carnal men, and effectually 
in the case of 6od*s elect, who are thereby brought in to Christ ; 
but who, btfore they are so brought home, are " of the world." 
(Rom. viu. 5—17. 1 Cor. iii. 16.— vi. 19. Eph. U. 22.) 
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Pentecost^ on which memorable occasion the 
Spirit was poured out upon them^ and they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghost. 

The outward signs^ accompanying this baptism 
with fire, were a sound from Heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, which filled all the house 
where they were sitting, and the appearance of 
cloven tongues, like as of fire, sitting upon each 
of them. When our Lord was conversing with 
Nicodemus on the regenerating power of the 
Spirit, he likened his operations, which though 
unseen were mighty and effectual, to the tamd. 
(John, iii. 8.) Again, when the Baptist spoke of 
this work which was to be wrought on the day 
of Pentecost, he called it a baptism with fire 
(Matt. iii. 11.), and we find the outward signs 
accompanying it, to correspond with both these 
sayings. These things having been noised abroad, 
the multitude came together, and, when some 
marvelled and others ridiculed, Peter stood up in 
the name of the rest, and, put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men, by telling them that 
these things were only the fulfilment of a promise 
made by that same Jesus, whom they had taken, 
and with wicked hands crucified and slain, which 
he, having received of his Father, had shed 
forth, as they then saw and heard ; that it was 
moreover the accomplishment of a prophecy, 
respecting the last days, which was found in 
the Scriptures of their prophets. He was also 
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taught by the Spirit to view the one gift of 
tongues^ with which they were then endued^ as 
an earnest of all the others which had been pro- 
mised ; and of which a partial manifestation had 
been made during their Lord's earthly ministry, 
when he sent them forth, two by two, to preach 
the Gospel in Judea. (Matt. x. 1 — 6.) In con- 
formity with the expectation of the Apostle, 
intimated by his appeal to the prophet Joel, we 
find that a great diversity of g^fts were immediately 
afterwards exercised by the Church; though this 
g^ft of tongues seems generally, if not always, to 
have been the first manifestation that was made 
of the Holy Ghost being given to believers. From 
what has been thus imperfectly stated, originated, 
I suspect, the division of the gifts of the Holy 
Ghost into ordinary and extraordinary: the former 
comprising those graces which that Spirit be- 
stows upon the sinner, at his conversion, and in 
his daily walk, to enable him to lead a life of 
holiness and of devotion to God and his Christ: 
the latter consisting of those gifts, which are 
the effects of another baptism, sometimes called 
a baptism with the Holy Ghost: sometimes a 
baptism with fire ; and, at others, the promise of 
the Father; and power from on high. That such 
a division may be justified by these circumstances 
most men will allow; but that sundry conclu- 
sions, \fhich are commonly drawn from them, 
can claim the same distinction, it remains yet to 
be ascertained. 



CHAPTER IIL 



ON THE PROBABLE EXTENT AND DURATION OP THE 
GIFTS OF THE HOLY GHOST, AMONG THE MEMBERS 
OF THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 



** It shaU come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pout 
out my Spirit upon all flesh.'' — ^Acts, ii. 17. Joel, ii. 28. 



Two distinct theories appear to prevail, among 
the generality of men, upon the subject of this 
chapter. The vulgar idea, and I use the term in 
no offensive sense, is. That though the ordinary 
giftSj or graces of the Spirit j were designed for all 
ages of the Christian Churchy the extraordinwry 
were for the earliest or Apostolic age, until the 
Gospel was established in the earth. The other, 
and less popular idea, is. That as the Gospel ob- 
tained in the Roman world, in the early part of the 
reign of Constantine, [about the year of our Lord 
313, at the death of Maximin, vid. Echard's 
Eccles. Hist. vol. ii. p. 698.] the extraordinary gifts 
of the Holy Ghost were continued until that time, 
and then ceased. In prosecuting the enquiry 
proposed in this chapter, I trust we shall be en- 
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abled to see how far each theory is supported by 
fact, and therefore worthy of being received and 
propagated by ourselves. Previous to entering 
upon this, the first question to be noticed, is. 
Haw far these gifts extended amongst the members 
of the Ckureh of Christ ? On the day of Pentecost, 
it appears, from a fair construction of the inspired 
account given in the Acts of the Apostles, that 
all the disciples then present were partakers of the 
gift of tongues ; for, ^^ there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them ; and they were all filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." 
(Acts, ii. 3, 4.) 

In the first verse of the same chapter, we are 
told, ^^they were all with one accord in one 
place ;'" and, in the former chapter, we learn that 
the number of disciples, who were tarrying in 
Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, was 
" about an hundred and twenty.'* (Acts, i. 16.) 
I am aware that, at the head of the second chap- 
ter, as well as of the column in our English 
Bible, it is said, '^ the Apostles filled with the Holy 
Ghost,*' and " the Apostles inspired ;" but I can- 
not forget that this is not the text : hence, though 
it may show what the opinions of our translators 
may have been, it does not follow that it shows 
the mind of the SfMrit. That the opinions of our 
translators, however, can be drawn with certainty 



from this source is not quite so clear^ if the mar* 
ginal references of ovr oldest copies of the Bible 
coincide with the present ; for, in Acts ii. 1 ., I find 
a reference to chapter i. 14., from which I learn 
that the men of Galilee, who had witnessed our 
blessed Lord's ascension, continued, with one ac* 
cord, in prayer and supplication Mdth the women^ 
&c.; and in the next verse, that the number of 
these names together, was about one hundred 
and twenty. Therefore, if the authority to be 
derived from this source be held by any to be a 
matter worthy of dispute, I leave it to be settled 
between the head of the chapter and the marginal 
reference. That these gifts were not confined to 
the Apostles in after times, if then they were, 
(which I do not believe,) is clearly seen from St. 
Paul's Epistles to the Church of Corinth. Dr. 
Cave has these words, when writing concerning 
the gifts and powers of the Holy Ghost : — 
'^ Though these gifts were distinctly distributed 
to persons of an inferior order, so that one had 
this and another that, yet were they (probably) 
all conferred upon the Apostles, and, doubtless, 
in larger proportions than upon the rest." And 
shortly after, speaking of the day of Pentecost, 
he says, "when the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghost were so plentifully shed upon the 
Apostles, and Primitive Christians,'* [Cave's 
Liyes, vol. i. Introduction.] From all which we 
may reasonably conclude that the primitive 
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Christians^ whether in public stations or not^ 
were favoured with them in a greater or a less 
degree; and the least that we can say is^ that the 
extent of these among the members of the Church 
seems to have been commensurate with the num- 
ber of her members; for not on the circum- 
cision only, but on the Gentiles also, was poured 
out the gift of the Holy Ghost (Acts, x. 45.); and, 
upon some occasions, on all them that heard the 
word. (Acts, X. 44.) Having thus disposed of our 
first enquiry, let us turn to the examination of 
the two theories, most commonly held, respecting 
the duration or continuance of these powers in 
the Church. The first is, that though the ordinary 
gifts, or graces of the Spirit, were designed for all 
ages of the Christian Church, the extraordinary 
were only for the earliest or Apostolic age, until 
the Gospel was established in the earth. 

This idea appears to have arisen very much 
from that saying of our Lord, "and this Gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world, 
for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the 
end come." 

" While our Saviour lived the Apostolical minis- 
try extended no further than Judea ; but he being 
gone to Heaven, the partition wall was broken 
down, and their way was open into all places and 
countries." 

" In pursuance of this general commission we 
find the Apostles not long after our Lord's asoen- 
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sion traversing almost all parts of the then known 
world. 8L Andrew in Scythia, and those northern 
countries ; St. ITumas and Bartholemew in Judea; 
SL Simon and St. Mark, in Africa, Egypt and the 
parts of Lybia and Mauritania ; St. Paul, and 
probably Peter and some others^ in the farthest 
regions of the West ; and all this done in the space 
of less than forty years; viz., before the destruc- 
tion of the Jewish State by Titus and the Roman 
army. For so our Lord had expressly foretold," 
&c. (Matt. xxiv. 14.) [Cave's Lives, vol. i. 
Introduc. p. 5.] 

To this we may add St. Paid's application of a 
part of the nineteenth Psalm to the subject. 
'*But I say, have they not heard? Yes, verily their 
sound went into all the earth, and their words 
unto the ends of the world." (Rom. x. 18.) 

Great indeed and rapid were the strides by 
which the preachers of the Gospel of the grace of 
God went through the world, and doubtless the 
gifts, of which we are treating, were an appointed 
mean which tended to make their ministry effect- 
ual, as it was thereby proved that ^^the great 
power of God" attended them. But when their 
sound, according to this view, had gone into all 
the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
world, are we justified in believing that these gifts 
ceased ? Before I appeal to that reply which the 
well authenticated record of their existence qfter 
this period furnishes, permit me to make a demand 
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upon the patience of the reader, in order to show 
what some of the Scriptures, which speak of 
these gifts, would have justified us in expeetimg 
as to their cofUmuance^ had we hved in Uiose 
times. 

The first passage to which I refer, is found in 
St. Mark's Gospel. '^ And these signs shall follow 
them that believe : in my name shall they cast 
out devils: they shall speak with new tongues : 
they shall take up serpents; and if they drink any 
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them : Uiey shall 
lay hands on the sick and they shall recover." 
(Mark, xvi. 17, 18.) In this place the promise 
is unHmiied a$ to time, therefore a conclusion, 
against the continuance in the Church of the gifts 
here specified, drawn from these words, is of less 
weight than a conclusion for it. 

The following is the next passage which I bring 
forward; *' And I will pray the Father, and he 
shall give you another Comforter, that he may 
abide with you for ever."' (John xiv. 16.) Here 
we find a specific promise made to the Churdi 
that Christ, as her intercessor, would pray the 
Father to give unto her the Holy Ghost as the 
Comforter, that He might abide with the Church 
fof owr; Neither can we understand this as w^ 
plying to the Gift of the Spirit in his crdinarji 
cpeiNUion of r e g enerating sinners, conveyed by 
baptism ; for, a ready answer is furnished to this 
notion, in the fact that Christian baptism had 
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been adminwtered, loi^ bdfaie, by tbe disciples 
ol our Lord, and bis regenerKfii^^ ioSvaices^ as 
attending that sacrament, must ba;v^ been kmg 
before exercised. Neither can I understand it, 
as referring to his operation, as a witnemng Spirit 
onlif, which tbe context clearly shows. It refers, 
I must rather think, to the gift of the Spirit tn 
9ome txtraordmary way, and, in what way, the 
words themselves point out, even as the promise 
of the Father, for which Christ said, that he would 
pray the Father after Ma departure, to which time 
his conversation pointed* For this, though a 
promise, the Father would ^*be enquired of " by 
tbe Son, and when, by virtue of his intercession, 
the Holy Ghost should be so given, they who 
believed on Christ, the works that He did, should 
tbey do also ; and greater works than these 
sboidd they do, became ha went unto the Father. 
(John, xiv. 12.) That any should attempt to 
neutralize tbe force of this passage, by suggesting 
that our Lord addressed the then disdples only, is 
hardly to be expected, and, I believie, the univer- 
sal voice would be against such an interpre- 

Here mention is made of the eonHmumce of 
the gift, and we are told, positively, thait it was. 
£q abide with the Church /<)r eoer. 

The third Scripture to be considered is from 
Uie piK>phet Jod ^*-^ And it shall come to pass 
afterward^ that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
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flesh ; and your sons and your daughters shall 
prophecy, your old men shall dream . dreams, 
your young men shall see visions ; and also upon 
the servants and the handmaids, in those days, 
will I pour out my Spirit." (Joel, ii. 28, 29.) 
When the Spirit of Christ moved that holy man 
of old to speak these words. He had respect to 
^^ the promise of the Father," as designed for the 
church *^in the last days" (Acts,ii. 17.) or times 
of the Gentiles ; for the same Spirit so applied it, 
by the mouth of the Apostle Peter, on the day 
of Pentecost. Hence there can be no doubt con- 
cerning it. Now, if we are thus taught that these 
words of the prophet began then to be accom- 
plished, how can we look that passage fairly in 
the face, without perceiving, that what then oc- 
curred could ovdy be the beginmng of its fulfil- 
ment; for it speaks of these things as to take 
place before the great and temhU day of the Lord 
come ; and, lest any should mistake the typical 
day of the Lord's judgment on the Jemsh 
church and polity, for the antitypical judgment 
which shall close this dispensation, it is added, 
^^ And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall 
call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered ; 
for in Mount Zum, and in Jenudlem shaU be de- 
liverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the rem- 
nant whom the Lord shall call." It need scarcely 
here be observed, that, when the abomination of 
desolation stood in the holy place (Matt. xxiv. 
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15.)^ neither Mount Zion nor Jerusalem were 
sanctuaries, or places of deliverance, but the 
scenes of great and unutterable tribulation. The 
impression accordingly produced on my own 
mind, by considering this passage, is, that if in 
no other season during the Christian Dispensation 
than its commencement and close, yet, in both 
those seasons, the fulfilment of this word of promise 
was to be expected. 

The next and last passage, which I intend to 
bring forward, is from the prophet Hosea, who 
thus exhorts the people, " Come and let us re- 
turn unto the Lord ; for he hath torn, and he will 
heal us : he hath smitten, and he will bind us up. 
After two days will he revive us : in the third 
day he will raise us up, and we shall live in his 
sight. Then shall we know if we follow on to 
know the Lord : his going forth is prepared as 
the morning, and he shall come unto us as the 
rain ; as the latter and former rain upon the 
earth.'* (Hos, vi. 1 — 3.) The ordinary expo- 
sitions appearing unsatisfactory, I trust I shall 
be excused if I venture to suggest the following. 
If any peculiar meaning may be attached to the 
former and the latter rain, and if the passage is 
capable of application to the Church of God during 
the times of the Gentiles, which Bishop Horsley 
and Mr. Scott seem to consider it, [the one, 
applying the second verse to every believer as 
interested in our Lord's death and resurrection, 
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after its '^immediate application to the Jews :'' the 
other viewing this part of the passage in the 
same light and understanding, by the figure in 
the third verse, the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
descending upon the souls of those who waited 
on him, to be set forth,] then, I would suggest, 
that it might contain a prophetic intimation of the 
manner in which the Holy Spirit should be poured 
out upon the Ckwrch after the resurrection of our 
Lordj that is, during the times of the Gentiles. 
And here let it be remembered that the first 
outpouring, on the day of Pentecost, was on the 
circumcision, and therefore on the children of 
the stock of Abraham, on the children of the 
fathers, to whom God had given these promises. 
The reference to the death and resurrection of 
our Lord, in the second verse, is so striking that 
it can scarcely fail to claim our attention. And 
the blessing, for whomsoever it be, which is pro- 
mised in the third, appears to be designed to 
follow immediately after the events which are 
r^erred to in the second. The figure here used 
is of the former and latter rains, and as some con- 
fusion might arise from the order of the seasons 
in Judea not according with our own, their seed- 
time taking place about October, and their harvest 
happening about Mardi, I will adopt Bishop 
Horsley's translation, and call one, ^' the nun of 
seed-time,'' the other, the *' harvest rain." Be- 
lieving therefore that the outpouring of the Spirit 
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on the Church was inteDded to be set forth by 
the reference here made to this providential 
operation in the natural worlds may it not have 
been designed to show beforehand the manner in 
which God would act towards his Church in this 
thing ? That, as the one rain fell in Judea during 
the seed-time, so the Spirit should be poured out 
upon the Christian Church during a correspond- 
ing season in the spiritual world; and accordingly 
the Spirit was given on the day of Pentecost, and 
continued to be given for a time. Again, as the 
other rain fell just before the harvest, may we 
not expect a corresponding outpouring of the 
Spirit in these the last of the latter days, in other 
words, before the harvest of the earth is reaped 
and the great and terrible day of the Lord come? 
(Rev. xiv. 15 — 20. Is. Ixiii. 1 — ^6.) It is not my 
intention to build a doctrine on this, as it would 
appear unreasonable so to do, but I feel justified 
in bringing forward this passage as an auxiliary, 
tending to throw some Hght on the subject of 
our present enquiry. 

If it be objected that it can only apply to the 
Jews, then I would ask, may it not have been 
designed to show God's gracious dealings with 
the ^^ remnant according to the election of grace" 
who formed the first Christian Church, and with 
that nation at the close of the times of the Gen- 
tiles ? But, should it be considered, by those who 
are quojified to judge, as belon^ng to the Gentiles 
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nesses^ he finds the continuance of this privily 
with the Christian Church, in the several times 
wherein they wrote. Nor is it any objection to 
say [because it was reasonable indeed to expect 
that there should, as] there did arise pretenders 
to this gift, who really had it not, such as Mtm- 
tanus and his followers. There were IHscemers 
of Spirits, as well as prophetic spirits, and both 
endowed with supernatural gifts : the one as a 
check upon the other, that no falsity might be 
obtruded upon the Church, under the colour of 
so great and venerable a privUege.'' 

Dr. Cave has the following remarks on the 
same subject: — ^^^That such miraculous powers 
were then ordinary in the Church, we have the 
concurrent testimonies of all the first writers of 
it. Justin Martyr* tells the Emperor and the 
Senate, that our Lord was bom for the subver- 
sion of the Damons, which they might know 
from the very things done in their sight ; for that 
very many who had been vexed and possessed 
by Damons, throughout the world, and in this 
very city of theirs, whom all their exorcists and 
conjurors were not able to relieve, had been 
cured by several Christians through the name of 
Jesus, that was crucified under Pontius Pilate ; 
and that at this very time they still cured them, 
disarming and expelling the Damons out of those 

* ApoL L p. 45. 
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whom they had possessed. The same he affirms 
in his discourse with Trypho* the Jew, more than 
once, that the Devils trembled and stood in awe 
of the power of Christ ; and to this day being 
adjured by tihte name of Jesus Christ crucified 
under Pontius Pilate, the Procurator of Judea, 
they were obedient to Christians." 

^^Iremeusf assures us that in his time the 
Christians, enabled by the Grace of Christ, raised 
the dead, ejected Damons and unclean spirits, 
the persons so dispossessed coming over to the 
Church, Others had Visions and the gift of Pro- 
phesie. Others by Imposition of hands healed 
the sick, and restored them to perfect health. 
But I am not able, says he, to reckon up the 
number of those gifts, which the Church through*- 
out the world receiving from God, does every 
day freely exercise in the name of Jestis Christ 
crucified under Pontius Pilate, to the benefit of 
the world.'' 

" TertuUian J challenges the Roman Governors 
to let imy possessed person be brought before 
their own Tribunals, and they should see, that 
the spirit being commanded, by any Christian^ 
should as truly confess himself to be a Devil, as 
at other times he falsely boasted himself to be a 
God. And he tells Scapula \\ that they rejected^ 

* Dial, cum Tryph. p. 247 and p. 302. 

t Ady. Heeres. 1. ii. c 56. p. 215. c. 57. p. 218. 

t Apol. c 23. p. 22. II Ad. Scap. c. 2. p. 69. 

D 2 
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disgraced^ and expelled Dmmofu every day, aa 
most could bear them witness/' 

'^ Origen* bids CeUui take notice, that what- 
ever he might think of the reports which the 
Gospel mf^es concerning our Saviour ; yet that 
it was the great and magnificent work of JeMit, 
by his name to heal, even to this day, whom God 
pleased : that he himself f had seen many who, 
by hearing the name of God and Christ called 
over them, had been delivered from the greatest 
evils, frenzy and madness, and infinite other dis- 
tempers, which neither men nor Devils had been 
able to cure/' What influence these miraculous 
effects had upon the world, he lets us know else- 
where. " The Apostles of our Lord,'* says he,t 
^^ without these miraculous powers would never 
have been able to have moved their auditors, nor 
persuaded them to desert the institutions of their 
country, and to embrace their new doctrine ; and 
having once embraced it, to defend it even to 
death, in defiance of the greatest dangers. Yea, 
even to this day, the footsteps of that Holy Spirit, 
which appeared in the shape of a Dove, are pre- 
served amot^ the Christians; they exorcise 
Daemons, perform many cures, and, according to 
file will of God, foresee and foretel things to 
come. At which, though CeUvs and his personated 



« Coiitr. C«k. 1. ii. p. 80. 
t lb. 1. iii. p. 124. : lib. 1. p. 34. 
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Jew may laugh^ yet I affirm further that many 
even against their inclinations have been brought 
over to the Christian Religion, their former oppo- 
sition of it being suddenly changed into a resolute 
maintaining of it unto death, after they have had 
Visions communicated to them : several of which 
nature we ourselves have seen. And should we 
only reckon up those at which we ourselves have 
been present and beheld, it may be it would only 
make the Infidels merry, supposing that we like 
themselves did forge and feign them. But God 
bears witness with my conscience, that I do not 
endeavour by falsely-contrived stories, but by 
various powerful instances, to recommend the 
Divine Religion of the Holy Jesus." 

^^ More testimonies of this kind I could easily 
produce from Miwacius Fodisey CypnaUy AmoHus 
and Lactantius; but that these are enough to 
my purpose." [Cave's Lives, vol i. part ii. Introd. 
p. 11.] 

Amobiua and LactaoHus, the two last named 
writers in this passage, bring us down to the 
time of Constantine; the former an African, who 
was converted to Christianity, during the Diocle* 
tian persecution, from witnessing the patient en- 
durance of the martyrs, about A. D. 803 : the 
latter, probably bom of Gentile parents, who 
lived at Firmium in Italy, was, in his younger 
years, sent into Africa, and put under the tu* 
torage of Amobius, the then famous Professor oS 
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Rhetoric^ at Sicca. In the latter yeiu's of his life 
he was sent for into France to be tutor to Cris- 
pus^ the only son of Constantine the Great^ after 
that Emperor's conversion to the Christian faith. 
They were both distinguished by their writings 
agdnst the Heathen^ and in support of Chris- 
tianity. 

From this statement we perceive that these 
gifts were found in the Church in the time of 
Constantine. If these things be so, what becomes 
of the first and widely extended opinion, which 
we are examining. That they were designed only 
for the earliest or Apostolic age ? So far as we 
have proceeded, experience therefore seems to 
justify the expectation, we should have formed 
from the terms of the promise, concerning the 
duration of these gifts in the Church. But, if it 
overthrow the first theory, does it not establish 
the second? This remains to be ascertained. 
Should it appear that these manifestations of the 
Holy Ghost were found amongst Christians well 
nigh a hundred years later, I see not how the 
latter theory can stand, though far nearer the 
truth. But a reference to the time of Augustine, 
[who flourished from the year 998 to the year 
430, in which year he died during the si^;e 
of Hippo, of which place he had been Bishop 
many years,] will prove, I think, that this was 
the case. In his work 'Of the Citie of God,' 
we find a chapter, (book xxii. c. 8.) devoted 
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to the following subject, '^ Of the miracles which 
have beene and are as yet wrought to procure 
and confirme the world's beleefe in Christ." With 
respect to those cases of healing which are 
recorded in this chapter to have been wrought at 
the shrine of St. Stephen the Protomartyr^ I shall 
subjoin Dr. Cave's remarks, considering them to 
be the reflections of an unprejudiced mind, at the 
same time observing that these ai*e not the only 
miracles of which that venerable Father spoke as 
being wrought in his own time. 

"But that which most sways with me, is 
what St, Augustine reports of these matters; who 
seems to have been inquisitive about matters of 
fact, as the argument he managed did require. 
For being to demonstrate against the Gentiles 
that miracles were not altogether ceased in the 
Christian Church, among several others he pro- 
duces many instances of cures miraculously done 
at the remains of St. Stephen, brought thither [as 
we before noted] by Orosius from Jerusalem : 
all done thereabouts, and some of them in the 
{dace where himself lived, and of which, as he tells 
us, they made books which were solemnly pub- 
lished, and read to the people, whereof [at the 
time of his writing] there were no less than 
seventy written of the cures done at HippOf the 
place where he lived, though it. was not fall two 
years since the memorial of St. Stephen's martyr- 
dom had begun to be celebrated in that place. 
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The sum of the matter then seems to be this. By 
the terms of the promise, as found in St. Mark's 
Gospel, we have no reason for saying that the 
time was limited for the exercise of these gifts 
after ihey had been bestowed. By the terms of 
the promise, in St. John's Gospel, we are taught, 
that the Holy Ghost, as the effectual worker in 
the members of the Church of works similar to 
those which Christ wrought when ministering in 
the flesh, should be continued with her "for 
ever.'* By the terms of the prophecy of Joel, 
which foretold these events, it appears that, if 
the Spirit should be poured out miraculously at 
no other season, during '^ the last days,'' or times 
of the Gentiles, than at their commencement and 
close, certainly He should then be : which latter 
season is to precede the great and terrible day of 
the Lord, when in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem 
shall be deliverance. If it can be shown there- 
fore that the day of the Lord is at hand, and 
the harvest of the earth about to be reaped, 
then must we look for the re-appearing of those 
extraordinary operations of the Holy Spirit 
which God tells us in his word shall precede 
that day: which, that they have not been all 
along abounding in the Church, cannot be as- 
cribed to a want of faithfiilness on the part of 
God, though it may be to a want of faith in the 
members of the Church. 



CHAPTER IV. 

AN EXAMINATION OF THB QUESTION, WHETHER ANY, 
AND WHICH, OF THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT, HAVE 
RE-APPEARED IN THB CHURCH. 
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Tie Gifts and calling of God are without Repentance." 

RoM. xi. 29. 



" Wb see not our signs, there is no more any 
prophet, neither is there among us any that 
knoweth how long/' (Ps. Ixxiv. 9.) Thus spoke 
the Church in the days of old, when the Lord 
had visited her with judgment, and had with- 
drawn those marks of special love which, in these 
words, she so feelingly laments. As ^^ a wife of 
youth" ^'forsaken and grieved in spirit,'* she 
mourned over the bridegroom's absence, and the 
loss of that favour which had made her face 
to shine, and was indeed the very life of her 
soul ! 

Where do we discover corresponding feelings 
at the present hour? Where do we hear words 
which harmonize with these complainings ? The 
Church of Christ, after his appearing, was highly 



favoured beyond all former days. Her prayer then 
was, " Let me see thy coimtenance^ let me hear 
thy voice, for sweet is thy voice, and thy connte* 
nance is comely/' He was then to her '^the chiefest 
among ten thousand/' She rested in his love; 
and if, at any time. He hid as it were his face 
from her, " Return, return that we may look on 
thee,'' was the earnest request of her lips. 

The tokens of his love accordingly abound- 
ed ! The manifestations of his presence were 
frequent ! Her gifts were very plenteous, her 
graces manifold. Hence her members, in them- 
selves no better than we, (Eph. ii. 3.) were 
^^ filled with the Spirit," and abounded in 
'^ love, joy, peace, long-suifering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance." Offts 
and Graces were the handmaids of the Gospel, 
and God was glorified in each. But now we 
may cry ^'I-chabod," her gtory is departed^ 
(1 Sam. iv. 21.) and who mourns its loss? Her 
gifts are withdrawn, and whom does it concern ? 
Her graces languish, and who laments? But, 
if one should say, that her God is beginning agaiu 
to manifest these tokens of former days, that ^^the 
time to favour her, yea, the set time is come," 
that she may lift up her head, for her redemp- 
tion draweth nigh, does not the heart of every 
living member leap with joy, and is not the 
bearer of such tidings gladly received ? '' Tell it 
not in GaA, publish it not in the streets of Askelon 
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lest the daughters of the uncircamcised tri- 
umph V The word i$ rejected as false^ the bearer 
is branded a deceiver, and all who refase to 
join in this outcry, are unavoidably ^^ bndn^sick 
enthusiasts." Lake the deaf adder, that stoppeth 
her ear, we are counselled to act in this thing, 
and to declare without reflection, and to glory in 
our saying that, with such proceedings we can 
have no concord. Though this mode of treating 
a question may suit the taste of the times, and pos- 
sibly the taste of the Church, yet, as it is neither 
consistent with the spirit nor the letter of God's 
word, I refuse to adopt it, though sanctioned by 
the greatest names. This being the case I pro- 
ceed with the subject, and resume it at that point 
whidi we had reached in concluding our former 
diapter. Accordingly I observe that as the 
Scriptures which promise these gifts actually put 
no limit to the fulfilment of the promise during 
the times of the Gentiles, and in one instance, 
as explained by the context, the promise is gua- 
ranteed to us '^for ever;" and, as experience 
proves, that the promise was fulfilled to the 
Church for more than four hundred years, we have 
a righi to suppose that no limit was designed, and 
therefore, that the Church was entitled to expect 
them, whenever it might please God to bestow 
them during the times of which we speak. It is 
notorions, at the present hour, that some of these 
gifts are believed by many to have re-appeared 
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amongst us, we will therefore endeavour to ex- 
amine into them and the evidence on which they 
rest, comparing them with those of which the 
Scriptures speak in order to discover whether 
they have any, and what, claim upon our belief. 
The first, as to the number of cases of which 
we have heard, is that of healing the rick. And 
of this there appears to have been two dis* 
tinct kinds : the one in which the afflicted person 
after having long tried, and tried in vain, the 
ordinary means of cure, has renounced them as 
hopeless ; and having been led to view the Lord 
Jesus Christ in his true character of ^^ the Saviour 
of the body'' (Eph. v. 23.) as well as ofthesoul^* 
has gone to him by faith, and having sought heal- 
ing directly from him, has received perfect sound- 
ness. Now this corresponds with those in the 
Gospel of which we read, Luke viii. 41, 42. Matt, 
ix. 27. In this last case nothing is said of the 
objects of the Lord's mercy having had recourse 
to other means of healing, and therefore we 

* " In the same way that he refers to and pleada Christ*i death 
for hu justification, he may refer to it for all blessings else, for 
that way of salvation he depends npon will help him and be im* 
provable for alL If a man be sick he can plead, LfOrd, did not 
Chriit bear our Heknenee and inflnmtiei f Wag not hi$ Soul made 
a euree to redeem me from dU mUerieeT Lord, I rrfer to Me death 
for my reeotery as well as for my ealvationf by virtue qf it heal 
me ; and he may have upon these pleadings of his all things done 
for him, and by virtue of Christ's death, and his faith may make 
nse of it, and have recourse to it for all and receive allfrom it, as 
wen as he that hath assurance.'* Goodwin* t Works, vol. iv. part ii. 
p. 140. 
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except that particular^ but in all other respects, 
and in that which is the principal thing of all, the 
ffoing at once to the Lord Christy as the healer of 
the body, it is strictly illustrative of the thing here 
specified. 

The other kind is where healing has been ef- 
fected by the instrumentality of another besides 
the sick person, in which cases, medicines having 
proved ineffectual, the sick have been restored to 
health by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ being 
ealled over them in a spirit of faith, the sick per- 
sons at the same time exercising faith in that 
name for healing. 

This is similar to those cases, in which the 
Apostles exercised the gift, as found Acts, iii. 6-— 
16. iv. 10. xiv. 8. xxviii. 8., and, as I humbly con- 
ceive, to the way in which it was exercised by the 
Church in her offices, according to the command 
given, James, v. 14, 16. The very perversion of 
this practice in the Romish Church to carnal 
purposes, under the form of her sacrament of 
extreme unction, proves the previous existence of 
it in a pure and scriptural form. 

Another case of which we have heard, is that 
of casting an evil spirit out of a lunatic, by com- 
manding the spirit to depart in the name of the 
Lord. Of this kind many instances are upon 
record in the Scriptures, (Luke, x. 17. Acts, v. 16. 
xix. 12.) and few gifts appear to have been 
more commonly exercised than this by Christians 
in the first centuries. 
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Another gift^ which is believed to have re-ap- 
peared amongst ns, is that of TbngueSy another 
the Interpretation of Tonffues, and as varieties of 
the same gift. Singing and Praying with the Spirit 
and with the understanding. Besides which we 
hear of the gift of Prophesy. 

The gift ofTongues^ as reported to have re-ap- 
peared, seems to harmonize with that view of it 
which we have before taken from the Scripture, 
of being given for a sign, and not to fit a man for 
preaching in unknown languages, which at the 
most could only have been one of its uses. This 
may be argued from the fact, which has not been 
before specified, that it was bestowed commonly as 
the sign that the Holy Ghost was given, on occasions 
when the gift could have been of no possible use 
for the purpose of preaching, namely, when all 
present possessed a language in common, by 
which they readily conveyed to each other the 
ideas and divine truths which were put into their 
minds. Such were the cases of Cornelius and his 
family; (Acts, x. 44 4 6.) and the disciples 
whom Paul found at Ephesus. (Acts, xix. l-*7.) 
It appears also to have been sometimes used as 
the appointed prelude or sign of prophesying. 
(Acts, xix. 6.) 

T7ie singing with the Spirit and with the under- 
standing, into which I have had the opportunity 
of enquiring, coincides with that idea of it which 
has before been stated. The person exercising 
the gift experiences a desire, which every living 
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member of Christ's Church must readily under* 
stand, to hold communion with God in a way of 
thanksgiving. The affections of his soul are 
kindled and go forth towards One of the Persons 
of the Glorious Godhead, under a lively sense of 
love to God for his unspeakable benefits. The 
Umgue bursts forth into singing, giving utterance 
to words which he understands not, nevertheless 
his spirit is " refreshed" and " edified,'* but his 
'' understanding is unfruitful." This I consider 
to be strictly accordant with the case specified 
by St. Paul, 1. Cor. xiv. 2, 4, 14, and with me 
it is a very small matter for any one to say : it is 
a ridiculous conceit, because I cannot compre* 
hend how the s^nrit of a man can be edified with* 
out his understanding. If God teaches us in his 
word that it may be so, of what value are such 
objections as these? Would it not be more 
consistent with real humility to believe the God 
of Truth, and no longer to question his word^ but 
rather our own power of comprehension ? 

At other times the person gives utterance to 

words of praise and thanksgiving which he or 

she does understand, and this, to distingmah it 

from the farmer eaetdie, is called by the Apostle, 

Singing with the under standing. 

What has been said of singing ^ in each of these 
cases, may be applied to praying with the spirit 
and with the understanding^ to which I shall 
merely add this remark* That, unless we are to 
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take the former gift in each case, [that is, singing 
with the spirit, and praying with the spirit,] in 
the sense which the words plainly convey, we 
make the exhortation of St. Paul respecting the 
second gift in each case utter foolishness. 

Prophesying has before been explained in the 
words of the Apostle, to be speaking ^^ unto men 
\A edification, and exhortation and comfort,'' 
(1 Cor. xiv. 3.) though sometimes it contained 
a revelation of future events. This gift, amongst 
others, is supposed to have re-appeared also. 

I am aware that the very mention of these 
things, at this day, is regarded as the shibboleth 
of a party, and that the man who ventures to 
speak with toleration concerning them, and who 
refuses to follow the multitude in hastily con- 
demning them, subjects himself to this charge. 
Here however I enter my protest against such a 
conclusion, as it respects myself, assuring the 
reader that I belong to no party, unless it be to 
that [if such there be] which desires earnestly to 
discover and hold fast the truth at any cost, on 
whichever side of this question the Truth may be 
found. Indeed I cannot consent to give up that 
real independence of mind and true spirit of 
Christian liberty, which claims the privilege of 
judging for itself, under the guidance of the Spbii of 
truth, and refuses so to subject itself to the mind 
of man, as to say this thing is true, or that is 
folse, simply because this or that man says so. 
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"Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri," 
though the sentiment of a heathen^ may well be 
made a Christian's motto in this sense; and in this 
sense may be well appropriated to the service of 
the Sanctuary. But^ is it not a strange inconsis- 
tency^ that^ in an age of such extended and still 
extending toleration^ that the members of Christ's 
Church are required to give the right hand of 
fellowship to those who deny the Godhead of 
their Lord^ that hand is almost withheld from 
others who would joyfully sacrifice every thing, 
by God's help, rather than refuse to honour the 
Son even as they honour the Father, but who 
believe, and therefore honestly profess, that the 
extraordinary gifts of the Spirit belong of right to 
the Church, during the Gospel dispensation, and 
accordingly urge the members of that Church to 
seek for the enjoyment of this their high privi- 
lege? 

Having recapitulated the gifts, which are re- 
ported to have re-appeared amongst us, we have 
found their features to accord with those which 
were manifested in the earliest ages. Our next 
business^herefore is to enquire upon what m- 
dence they rest ? We reply, on the evidence of 
the senses, which, every one will tell you, is 
the evidence on which the Scripture miracles 
rested ; and if we refuse to believe any work, 
which is not evidenced to our own senses^ we may 
boast Thomas's incredulity, but we may gain a 
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greater loss than he did in hi« Lord's mild rebuke. 
'^ Because thou hast seen me thou hast believed ; 
blessed are they that have not seen^ and yet have 
believed/' (John xx. 29.) It may not be given us 
with our own eyes to see^ and with our own ears 
to hear these things^ but if they are seen with the 
eyes and heard with the ears of credible wit^ 
nesses, we require greater evidence than we do to 
attest the reality of all facts of past history, 
sacred and pro&ne, if we are dissatisfied with 
such testimony. 

With respect then to the cases of heaUngj they 
depend upon such evidence, and though I am 
assured that many sudi have occurred, into which 
if the reader feel inclined he may personally en^ 
quire, I bring forward only these, the particulm^ 
of which have been already publicly related. I 
purposely omit the much canvassed case of Miss 
Fancourt, for evident reasons. It has been made 
a party question amongst writers of the day, 
men have taken their sides upon it one against 
another, and, under sudi circumstances, I think 
it advisable not to introduce it. Neither is 
there necessity for acting otherwise, it having 
pleased the Lord, to magnify his ^^ holy child 
Jesus'' by stretching forth his hand to heal, in 
cases which men cannot gainsay nor resist. 



fi9 



PARTICULARS OF A FEW RECENT CASES OF HEALING. 

Published September, 1831. 



MRS. MAXWELL. 



^^ The first case is attested by two clergymen of 
the Church of England^ of the highest respecta- 
faiUty : one of whom holds a prebendal stall in a 
neighbouring cathedral, and who writes of Mrs. 
Maxwell as follows, under date July 8 : — ^ I have 
been here more than twenty-five years, and it was, 
I think, about a year after I came that she began 
to be lame, and had gradually, I understand, been 
growing worse. I saw her about a year and a 
half ago, and she then coidd not move fi*om one 
chur to another without crutches. She can now 
walk perfectly well ; and her recovery certainly 
was, as you have stated, instafUaneous. It was 
on a Sunday evening, when, after her private de- 
votions, she felt that she had strength to rise: she 
did so, and found her strength perfectly restored, 
and walked down stairs completely recovered. 
T%ese circumstances I had from herself, in a long 
walk which she took with me in my garden.' 

" The left knee had been bad for twenty-three 
years : it was regarded as a hopeless case by all the 
medical men who attended her, and one of them 
told her so. That limb was at first afifected by a 
rheumatic swelling, and very active measures were 
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used, which Mrs. Maxwell was told had injured 
the bone: from that period it was always weaker, 
thinner, and often painful, and particularly sus- 
ceptible of cold; so much so that she appre- 
hended paralysis. The other knee received an 
injury upon the cap eight years ago, which, be- 
ing neglected for two months, became a serious 
case for surgical care, and was pronounced by 
some who attended her to be a white swelling of 
a mild nature. The active remedies of blisters, 
leeches, &c. only tended to increase the bad symp- 
toms ; and after the milder applications of fomen- 
tations, poultices, and various others, the com- 
plaint settled into a chronic affection ; which for 
the first three or four years it was hoped would 
have yielded to perfect rest ; but, as every little 
exertion brought on a return of pain and swelling, 
this lady's difficulty of walking continued to 
increase ; and three years and a half ago she was 
obliged to use crutches, being unable any longer 
to move without them. After using them three 
or four times she attempted to walk down st^rs 
with them, and, from want of practice, fell for- 
wards, down fourteen steps, into a stone passage 
rapping her knees on the edges of the stairs as 
she fell : by which she became so bruised and 
shaken, that she was confined to her bed^ lost 
much of her health and strength and was many 
weeks before she could stand at all, even with the 
help of crutches. She was, however, so far rer 
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stored as again to have the power of getting up 
and down stairs : the surgeon who attended her 
told her, that all she could expect was to keep off 
active disease by perfect rest, as the muscular 
power in both limbs was so far destroyed as to 
leave no hope of any return of strength; and 
sponging with cold water was all the remedy 
used from that time, except in one instance, 
when an attempt was made at drawing the pain 
from the right knee by an application in the foot, 
which was always either painfully hot or cold. 
For the last three weeks previous to her cure 
she had been confined up stairs, from inability to 
move. About six weeks before her cure, the 
account of Miss Fancourt's case fell into her 
hands, which led her first to ask also for a re- 
moval of her own affliction. Before this, she had 
only sought resignation patiently to endure. The 
remainder of the narrative must be stated in her 
own words: — 

^* The extraordinary motion put into my limbs while 
prayings leaves no doubt upon my mind> that^had I then 
risen from my bed, the cure would have been performed^ 
but I reasoned upon it ; and although I stopped pray* 
ingy and tried to compose myself several times^ and the 
motion always returned when 1 resumed my prayer^ I 
dared not ^^i up> lest I should fall ; and so my prayers 
ended with a feeling of disappointment. 1 did not like 
to speak of this> though it made a great impression 
upon my mind ; and on the 6th of February^ while 
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praying fervently for ipiritual blessings, I was again 
led to pray for the cure of my limbs, when the words, 
' Did I not tell thee, that if tfaon wonldsi believe Hion 
shonldst see the glory of God?' were most powerfvlly 
applied ; my faith increased, and I pleaded the promise, 
desiring only to know the Lord's will, not doabting his 
power. After some time, being exhausted, 1 was sitting, 
under the most soothing influence of the Spirit, contem- 
plating the text, * Keep yourself in the love of God> and 
in the patient waiting for Christy' when a desire suddenly 
came into my mind, that, if it were the Lord's will to 
restore me. He would put the same involuntary motion 
into my limb that [ had before experienced, as a signal 
for me to rise and walk; upon which I resumed my 
petitions, through our great Mediator and Advocate, 
with this request ; when the motion instantly returned. 
1 rose up leaning for a moment on the table, to ascer- 
tain the deg^ree of strength given ; and, finding I cooM 
stand, I moved forward, without any other support than 
the arm of Omnipotence, praising God with a heart 
filled with gratitude and perfect love. The blejuedness 
imparted to my soul seemed almost to make me foi^t 
the wonderful cure wrought in my limbs, and for many 
weeks I really think the happiness 1 enjoyed could 
scarcely be exceeded by tliat of angels ; and the pre- 
sence of the Lord seemed so constantly and power- 
fully manifested, that I had neither a care, nor fear, nor 
doubt of any kind. Indeed, for one week it was almost 
too great a weight of blessing and glory for my earthly 
tabernacle to endure. The cure seemed perfect and 
instantaneous, but the strength and size of my limbs 
increased with use ; and though I walked neariy four 
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nules in one day a few weeks afterwards^ nothing ever 
threw me back, or seemed more than they could bear.*' 

From the 6th of February to the 1 1th of August 
Mrs. Maxwell continued in perfect health and 
increasing strength. On this latter day^ in getting 
into a chaise where the wheel came unusually 
near the step^ she struck her light knee violently 
against the wheel^ which has confined her for 
the present to her sofa. This circumstance has 
not the remotest connection with her previous 
illness or cure ; but it is mentioned lest any one, 
not knowing the facts^ should hear of her present 
state without also hearing the cause^ and be led to 
infer some inaccuracy in the report of that cure 
which was wrought in her through faith in the 
power of Jesus of Nazareth. 

MISS HUOHBS. 

The next case is of the sister of a gentleman 
whom we have known for many years^ and all 
the parties mentioned are of unimpeachable re- 
spectability. 

Lettiar addressed hf Miss Hughes to the Rev. H. /. Owen, 
M.A.: dated Chelsea, July 21, 1S31. 

'^ My dear Friend and Pastor, — As several persons 
have expressed a wish that I should give a clear and 
distinct account of the state, both of my body and mind, 
previous to the late manifestation of God's great mercy 
to me ; and as I believe it will be for the glory of God 
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80 to do ; I will, with his help, endeavov to oomply 
with the wishes thus expressed, in a kttet to yoo, who 
can bear witness to the truth of some part of my tale, 
and haTe so kindly interested yourself in the welfare 
both of my soul and body. 

''On my mother's authority 1 state, that from my 
earliest infancy I have been weak and sickly, hayings 
had evtery disease iiMjident to children with severity ; 
and sinee I can recollect I have been frequently ailing ; 
in the winter suffering much from -colds on the chest, 
and in the summer oveipowered by the heat Towards 
the close of the year 1820, 1 felt my health and strength 
very much decline, but 1 would not giTe up till Feb- 
ruary 1821, when I was compelled to keep my bed. I 
partially recovered from this sickness, but was soon 
laid aside again, and was obliged to seek for medical 
aid. After a short time I was able to go out again, 
though yery weak; and on the 15th of April, 1821, I 
sent for Mr. Keele, who immediately took blood from 
my arm, and the next day applied a blister to my chest 
I recollect, as he was going down stairs from my bed- 
room, my mother asked his opinion of my danger : he 
answered, ' I do not know : she is very ill, and is a 
very delicate subject' The means used for my recovery 
were so far blessed as to enable me (though not without 
great fatigue) to visit my friends in Norfolk in July, as 
it was hoped change of air might prove serviceable to 
me ; but in August my mother was sent for io take me 
home, as it was feared if I remained longer I should not 
have strength to retnm. That winter I suffered more 
than I had ever done before from inflammation on the 
lungs, and I raised blood when I coughed. For three 
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or four monibs from this period (the latter end of 1821) 
I bad constantly a blister open^ either at my chest or 
side ; if it were closed but for a day^ I was almost 
suffocated from difficulty of breathing ; aiid I could not 
lie down night or day. I had also frequent spasms : 
the effect produced by tiiem was load> rapid^. and con- 
vulsive breathings and when the paroxysms were over 
I was left cold and powerless. ^ In March 1822, Mr. 
Keele said, f We have tried every thing 1 can think of, 
to cure these spasms, without effect You comphun of 
constant pain between the shoulders ; I should like to 
examine your back, as there are nerves leading from the 
spine to the chest which may produce this hurried 
breathing.' On examination he found the spine curved, 
and also, between the shoulders, three joints projecting 
beyond the rest. I had then to remove my pillows, one 
by one, till I got quite flat, without even a piUow for 
my head; and my back was rubbed with antimonial 
ointment, to bring out an erui^ion ; when the pain was 
more severe than usual, I had a blister between the 
shoulders. I lay quite flat for months, and then was 
gradually raised. 

- *^ In the summer of 1 823, 1 was allowed to sit up part 
of the day, and to take a little walk ; indeed, I had not 
strength to walk many yards. The right leg used to 
shake a little when I placed it to the ground, but as I 
gained strength the shaking went off. I was to lie 
down four hours and keep up two ; or to lie down two 
and keep up one : but always to lie down double the 
tune I sat up, and never to keep up for more than two 
hours at a time ; and I must so arrange it that my walks 
and my meals were io be taken while I was up, so that 
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nothings wu to disturb me during tlier hours appointed 
for rest* But^ notwithstanding* this caotioiis way of 
proceedings I was frequently obliged to hare leeches to 
the back^ in conseqaenae of the pain I hare suffered 
from sitting up ; nor did I ever recover full strength in 
the spine ; and erery winter, when, from difficulty of 
breathing, I was obliged to have my pillows raised, 
the pain between thq shoulders was much increased. 
In the autumn of 1823, I went to the sea side. I re- 
mained at an inn while my mother went to seek for a 
lodging, and die person afierwaids said, had she seen 
me before the lodging was taken she would not hare let 
it to us, as she thought I should die there. It pleased 
Ood, howerer, to strengthen me rery much while there, 
and also after my return ; and in a short time I was 
able, with the help of an arm, to walk from Gloucester- 
terrace to Mr. Eleele's in Sloane-street, just out of 
Sloane-square. This, however, was the extent of my 
walk, and I had to rest several hours before I could 
return. Once 1 went in the morning to Mr. Keele's, 
and in the afternoon walked on to visit a friend a little 
further, and returned home in the evening ; but I did 
not recover from the fatigue for a fortnight after. 

'^ I went on much in the same way, sometimes better, 
sometimes worse, suffering much both from heat and 
cold, till April 1827, when I was convinced, from my 
feelings, that a severe illness was coming on: I kept 
up, however, till May, when my spasms returned and I 
was very ill. In the summer I went to Worthing, but 
derived little benefit from it, and was laid up again 
soon after my return. I partially recovered, but con- 
tinued very weak, and was constantly in much pain. 
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Still I kept about till the following Febraary^ 1828. 
On the 3d I went to Park Chapel> but was in great 
pain while there; I received the Sacrament, but was 
obliged to leave the chapel before the service was quite 
over. On the following Friday^ the weather being 
very inviting, I took a short walk ; but there was a cold 
east wind : at night my throat was very sore, the next 
morning it was worse, and in the afternoon I was 
obliged to go to bed. From this time [ have never 
walked unsupported, even about the house, nor was able 
to speak but in a whispw, till the 5ft of this month. 

'^ In the summer 1 went with my mother and brother 
to the coast of France, but derived no benefit from it ; 
and after my return my strength so rapidly decreased 
that I was soon too weak to leave my bed at all, and 
my ^aBms^tumed with gre.t severity-I had four or 
five in a day, for tiiree or four weeks — at length they 
were in a great measure subdued, but I was left exces- 
sively weak. Dr. filundell was then called in : he said 
that my liver and bowels were almost torpid, and my 
blood moved very sluggishly through my veins. He 
called it a case of semi-animation, and observed to Mr. 
Keele, ' she is cold, cold to the very heart' He pre- 
scribed a great deal of powerful medicine, which caused 
me severe pain, made my mouth very sore, and loosened 
all my teeth. He also bade me take meat twice a day ; 
an4> if I liked, six glasses of wine a day (I never took 
so much). After a time I gained sufficient strength to 
sit up a little every day, and Dr. B. then wished I should 
try to walk. In making this attempt, with my brother's 
support, I was seized with a violent shaking of the 
right teg, which made me feel very faint. I was car- 
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ried back to my bed^ and when I stretched out my legs 
I fomid thai the right leg was shorter. Thus it conti- 
nued^ and whenever I attempted to walk the limb shook 
so as to produce spasm. In June^ 1828^ 1 wrote to my 
friend Mrs. WiUiams^ and mentioned that my breathing 
was painfully shorty from having attempted^ with my 
brother's support^ to walk from the sofa to the parlour 
door^ when the shaking of the right leg so convulsed the 
whole frame as to bring on a severe and obstinate 
spasm^ from the effects of which I was suffering by 
quickened respiration more than a week after. My 
friend mentioned this to her husband, who was a 
surgeon ; he said directly, ' She should not attempt to 
walk : she is only injuring herself by this exertion.' In 
August he came over to see me, repeated this opinion, 
and wished me to see Sir Astley Cooper. On the 1 1th 
of January, 1830, he brought him over to see me. 
They both examined the spine, and said, ^ There is a 
general curvature and projection of the seventh joint.' 
He was also convinced that the right leg was shorter 
than the other, but prescribed nothing for it, but merely 
medicine to strengthen my frame in general. Shorfly 
after this I was reduced to a state of perfect helplesa- 
ness, and had a return of frequent and severe spasms. 
Mr. Bowden, who had succeeded Mr. Keele in business, 
applied caustic to the spine, and after a time I was able 
to move my arms, and raise myself a little, and grar 
dually gained strength. I then wished to try if I could 
walk ; and Mr. Bowden thought that the shaking of flie 
limb might proceed from my being unable to place the 
foot flat on the floor, and if I had a pair of boots 
made with the sole of the right boot so thick as to make 
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up for the deficiency in the length, I migkt perhaps be 
able to stand on it. I had the boots made as he 
directed, and he came to see the effect. He gave me 
all the support he could on the right nde^ and my 
mother supported the left ; but he found that the leg 
still shook every time it was placed to the floor^ and this 
produced spasm. Seeing how much I suffered from the 
exertion^ he kindly said^ ' We must have no more of 
this,' and, taking me uf^ carried me back to the bed. 

'* In May, 1830, my back became exceedingly pain- 
ful again, and I had a blister between my shoulders. 
Early in June I requested Mr. B. to examine the spine 
again, as I felt so much pain at the back of the neck, and 
the bones appeared to me to be forced out of their place, 
and I had frequently sudden and sharp pains, which pro- 
duced spasms. (>n the 6th of June I had once more to 
lie quite flat on my back, and had leeches several times, to 
tednce the inflammation occasioned by two of the bones 
at the back of the neck being forced out of their place.. 
The loss of blood and the heat of the weather again re- 
duced me to a state of helplessness, and about every two 
hours such extreme faintness came over me that I seemed 
to be dying. I gradually g^ned strength, after 1 dis- 
continued the bleeding, and applied antimonial ointment 
instead — ^the weather also becoming cooler. As usual, 
I had cough and difficulty of breathing as soon as the 
cold weather came in, which I think was at the begin- 
ning of October. 

** On the 33d of October, in the evening, my brother 
was reading to me, and some observation of Mr. irving's 
in the Morning Watch struck me very much> especially 
the remark that sickness was ' sin manifested in the body,' 
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and that aU sickness was directly or indirectly the conse- 
quence of sin. 1 had before considered Gkxl's chastise- 
ments simply as love-tokens, to draw my affections from 
earth to heaven, and I rejoiced in my sufferings ; and 
though I felt it right to use every means in my power 
to improve my health, and should have been thankful 
had it pleased God to be able to move, at least about 
the house, and wait upon myself, yet I really dreaded, 
rather than desired, to be so far restored as to go into 
company, and be compelled to visit with and receive 
visits from worldly characters. But when Mr. Irving^s 
remarks led me to consider, that, though the Lord did 
indeed correct me in mercy, yet my sickness was a token 
of his displeasure on account of my sins; even as a 
father corrects im child in love, but still the correction 
was an evidence of displeasure for some fault ; I began 
to examine my heart, and see what secret sins had 
brought these sufferings upcm me. I had very little 
sleep that night Various passages of Scripture occur- 
red to my recollection, in confirmation of Mr. Irving's 
remarks ; especially our Lord's words to the palsied man, 
' Thy sins be forgiven thee ;' and, ' Whether it is easier to 
say. Thy sins be forgiven thee, or. Arise and walk ;' and 
to the man at the pool of Bethesda, 'Behold, thou art 
made whole : go and sin no more, lest a worse thing 
happen unto thee.' The passage lsai« xxxiii. 34, also ap- 
peared very strongly in favour of Mr. Irving's assertion : 
'The inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people 
that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.' 

« The next day being Sunday, when my mother and 
brother were at chapel, I employed my time in search- 
ing the Scriptures on this subject with prayer; and the 
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more I read, the more I was conTinced that sickness was 
sent as a punishment for sin. The case of the woman 
who touched Christ's garment for the issue of blood, 
after spending her money in yain on physicians, seemed 
similar to mine ; and Asa's sin in seeking not to the 
Lord but to the physicians for the cur^ of his diseased 
feet, was strongly impressed on my mind. I then 
examined the Scripture, to see what ground I had to 
hope that if I prayed for health God would restore me. 
The passage at the conclusion of the Epistle of James 
appeared to me a message from tiie Lord jn answer to 
my prayer for direction. The command was cles^, and 
the promise equally so; nor was there a single expres- 
sion to limit it to the Apostolic times ; it appeared so 
naturally to follow the admonition which all allow to be 
still in force. ^Is any afflicted? let him pray: is any 
merry ? let him sing Psalms.' It seemed also so much the 
more suited to my case, and the state of my mind, from 
the promise of sins being forgiven. J begged my 
brother to speak to you that evening, and afterwards J 
wrote to you on the subject, and also to Mr. Harding, 
the only clergyman in the neighbourhood to whom I 
could fully open my mind, in reading the various cures 
performed by our Lord Jesus Christ, ' the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever.' It was desired I should try 
crutches, and I was anxious to have the real state of 
my limb fully ascertained. I made the trial, and Mr. 
Bowden came over to see me try them ; but it caused 
such acute pain all down the spine and right side, and 
even moving ray right arm would produce slight spasms 
— the pain in my head also was excessive — 1 had to 
keep my bed for a few days, and apply a large blister 
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between the shoulders. Mr. Bowden said I liad much 
fever^ and I must never try them again. I felt thankful 
1 had made the trials and the more so from the doubts 
expressed by many whether Miss Fancourt had really 
been lame. A remark of one of her doctors^ * Had there 
been any actual curvature of the spine, or any shortening 
of the limb^ we should have been constrained to acknow- 
ledge a miracle,' struck me. I wrote to Mrs. Williams, 
without assigning any reason, to request Mr. W. would 
state in writing the opinion he and Sir Astley Cooper 
took of my case. You, sir, and Mrs. Owen, hare seen 
what he wrote*. 

'^ In May last Mr. Bowden came to pay me a friendly 
visit ([ had taken no medicine, nor been at all under his 
hands for several months). I was anxious to show him 
that my spine and leg were not at all better, though my 
general health was so much improved that I could stand 
firmly on my left leg. I showed him that I could not 
raise myself on the right leg in the slightest degree ; and 
when 1 tried to walk, I sank down immediately. Mr. B. 
caught me, and lifted me back to the sofa, begging I 
would never do so again, or I should break my leg. 
I then showed him that the right leg continued the heel 
shorter than the other; that the right hip still projected, 
and there was a deep hollow above it ; and that my spine 
continued unimproved; and, when 1 sat up, my back 

* ** Upon an examination of Mifls Maria Hughes's spine and 
lower extremities, for ascertaining the probable state of her dis- 
order, it was observed by Sir Astley Cooper and myself that a 
degree of morbid curvature existed in the spine, and that one of 
her extremities was shorter than the other. 

''John Moroak Williams, Surgeon. 
" Nov. 28, 1830." 



was quite bowed^ and it WasTery painful to me to sit up 
at all. 

" Afiout a fortnight before I recovered the use of my 
leg, I felt particularly i;reak and iU ; and on the 3rd of 
this month I had so severe a pain in the head« as to b^ 
carried up to bed soon after dinner. Some conversa* 
tion which had taken place had led me to pray that God 
would give me some token (I knew not what), to make 
it manifest to others that God did listen favourably to 
my prayers. I spent the two following days alone^ and 
devoted my time to meditation, prayer, and study of 
God's word. The words, ' Rise, and stand upon your 
feet,' were much impressed upon my mind, but still 
without the least idea that this would be the token God 
would give me : I did not expect to stand till I was 
quite well. I tried to raise myself on my right leg, as I 
had done almost daily by way of experiment (because 
persons are apt to say ' you do not walk because you do 
not try'), on the morning of the 6th of this month. In 
the afternoon between three and four, while engaged in 
prayer^ I felt a sudden and powerful impulse to make 
another trial to stand. The Lord strengthened my leg ; 
1 stood^ and walked, and my legs and hips were equal. 
On Thursday evening I went to chapel : I prayed that 
I might be able to sing the praises of God when 
there, and retain my voice. This prayer the Lord 
answered, and all my friends remarked, 'How strong 
your voice is !' for, even when I did not whisper, my 
voice was faint. Mr. Bowden called upon me on the 
19th: he said he would not come before, to give me 
time to relapse, if I should relapse. He questioned me, 
both as to the manner of my recovery and the motives 
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which led me to pray for it He preued cm the gpine 
bones, in such a mamier as but a few weeks ago would 
have produced spasm^ but it had no such effect ; and 
the very fact of my sitting up to write this long letter 
wiU prove that my back is much strengthened. He re- 
marked the strength of my voice. I said^ 'You know 
that I have several times lost my voice and it has re- 
turned^ but the restoration has been very gradual ; as my 
general strength returned, so did my voice strengthen : 
but now, from being very weak, it is suddenly become 
strong/ Mr. Bowden said, 'It is a great mercy, and a 
great miracle ;' and observed, 'It is a fortunate thing I 
have not been attending you for a long time ;' as if he 
desired, as much as I, that the whole glory should be 
given to God. He observed, ' I should like to bring 
your old doctors to see you : how surprised they would 
be!' 

''1 do not now consider my cure complete, but I only 
asked a token, to strengthen the faith of others, as well 
as my own. I have opened my mouth wide, both for 
myself and others, and the Lord is still waitiag to be 
gracious to me. He knows when He will be most 
glorified by filling that mouth he has opened wide. I 
wait his time." 

Miss Hughes has, since the above was written, 
gone into the country, and her brother writes, on 
the 6th of August, 1831 : 

'^ She travelled about seventy miles without any sup 
port to her back but a low iron railing, with a degree of 
ease and convenience which excited the most grateful 
feelings, when she compared her situation with a similar 
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journey she made to Worthing, four yeara ago, even 
before the time that her leg was shortened by the curvar 
ture of her spine, and also with her state a few weeks 
ago, when she was unable to sit up, even for a short 
time, without inconvenience and pain. Gloria Deo in 
exceisis" 

ELIZABETH HALL. 

^ I vouch that all the particulars of this narra- 
tive wherein my name is mentioned^ and which 
came under my observation, are true. I believe 
it to be another sign of the power of the prayer 
of faith in the mouth of a simple child. It was 
her own prayer and her own faith, helped, no 
doubt, by the instruction of her pious visiters, 
and most of all by the account of Christ's miracles 
in the Gospel. And if every sick person will in 
like manner pray in faith (which is the gift of 
God), let them be assured that their prayer will 
be heard : for God longs exceedingly to glorify 
the name of his holy child Jesus, by stretching 
out his hand to heal. 

'EDWARD IRVING, A.M. 

*Mim9ter of the National Scotch Church, London. 
'Aug. 16, 1831.' 

''The subject of this interesting narrative is a little 
girl between ten and eleven years of age. In August, 
1830, she was seized with a disease, which first com- 
menced in the knee, attended with much pain and 
difficulty in walking: no particular medical aid was 
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caUed i]i> but blistnrB and poultices were applied, with 
embrocatioos, by the advice of friends; yet without 
effect: and on December 38th following, the child 
became so unable to move, and in so much pain, both in 
the knee and also the hip, that she was taken to Mr. 
, a person eminent for the treatment of such dis- 
orders: he pronounced it a confirmed hip complaint, 
and ordered blisters, with perfect rest on an inclined 
plane. About six weeks afterwards she was again taken 
to him ; during which time the disorder had made such 
rapid prog^ss, that he expressed much astonishment, 
and felt it is duty to give his candid opinion of the case 
to the mother ; adding, that her deformity and helpless- 
ness, would be so great, if she ever did rise from her 
couch, that the preservation of her life was not to be 
desired : he also declined undertaking the treatment of 
the case, unless they would consent to her being laid on 
a board with a hole to admit the head, and a weight to 
the foot, to prevent the least movement of the leg and 
body. This, owing to the severity of the remedy, and 
natural impatience and wilfulness of the child's disposi- 
tion, could not be consented to : he therefore only cot 
an issue in the hip. Her back now began to be much 
affected, and the spine became very much incurvated. 

A Dr. was brought by a relation to see her, in the 

month of April: he pronounced the disorder to be in 
the spine ; ordered perfect rest on an inclined plane ; 
and said it would be a long time before she would move, 
if she ever did again. It was at one time feared that 
she was sinking into a decline, but she rallied a little 
from this state of debility. Her friends were never able 
either through force or persuasion, to keep her in the 
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fecumbent posture necessary to help forward her re- 
covery; and notwithstanding the extreme pain that any 
movement of the limt> occasioned^ she would move, and 
draw herself up on the couch^ leaning from one side to 
the other. All this greatly aggravated the disease^ and 
increased her deformity ; so that her back bone^ besides 
being incurvated^ was bowed oat; the knee of the 
diseased limb was turned inwards ; and the heel had 
begun to contract — it was much wasted> and had al- 
ways a dry burning heat upon the skin; added to 
which^ it was considerably longer than the other. She 
was carried from room to room by two persons^ one 
keeping her legs in a horizontal position whilst the 
other carried her body; and so. completely powerless 
was the limb, that it appeared to be united to her body 
only by the fleshy the joint having lost all firmness ; she 
lifted it with her hands when she moved her body upon 
the couch, and that was always attended with considera- 
ble pain. She had no regular medical attendance at all, 
on account of family circumstances ; indeed, the plan 
was suggested of her being placed under the care of a 
respectable nurse at the hospital, as she would have the 
advantage of the best advice, and be more compelled to 
observe the remedies that might be proposed. Inquiries 
were made respecting this plan as late as July 9th. 

''In the month of June^ a surgeon of the name of 

paid her a visit : his opinion of the case was the same 
as that of the others ; . also adding, that he could not say 
to what extent her deformity might not be, if she re- 
covered ; contraction of the limb, he said, would no 
doubt take place ; and perfect quiet on an inclined plane 
was all that was recommended. The poor child was in 
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the sad condition above described wben (aboot the latter 
end of May) a lady of Mr. Irving's congregation^ being 
acquainted with part of the family, and hearing of the 
afflicted child, called to see her. It was daring this 
visit that the seed of faith appeared first to fall into the 
child's heart She spoke to her of the power and will 
of Jesus to heal the souls and bodies of all who come to 
him, as he did when on earth, and as heempoweied his 
believing people to do in his name when he had ascend- 
ed to the Father, and had received all power hoik in 
heaven and on earth ; but, above all, she urged her to 
seek strength from God to bear with meekness and 
patience her great affliction, her want of resignation 
and submission being extreme, owing to the great natural 
activity of her mind and body, and her turbulence 
of temper. All the soothings and attentions of her 
mother failed to reconcile her in any degree to her 
present situation and the sad prospect for the future, 
and she would often cry and wring her hands in agony, 
at the recollection of her inability to move. If left a 
few minutes alone, she would disturb the whole house. 
Her murmurings and complainings indicated to a re- 
markable degree actual rebellion of heart against Gkxl 
for visiting her with such an affliction. To the surprise 
of her friends, she spoke with much pleasure of the visit 
of the lady above mentioned, and wished she might 
come again to see her. This wish was shortly complied 
with ; and before taking leave, she engaged in prayer 
with her. Her whole conduct and character had begun 
to undergo a gradual change: she became tractable 
and patient, enjoying the society of that part of her 
family who, on account of their piety, had before been 
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irksome to her. She began to take much interest in 
subjects concemini? the truth as it is tn Jesus^ and 
searched the Scriptures herself with much earnestness. 
Those parts relating to the miracle* and healings she 
seemed to have examined attentively^ as she once re- 
marked that she perceived it was not always necessary 
that the person on whom they were performed should 
have faith. 

'^ Her aunt who had lately become an attendant at 
Mr. Irving's churchy having heard him announce on 
Ssnday^ July lOtfa^ the miraculous restoration of Miss 
Hughes^ in answer to prayer^ was induced to request 
him to call on her niece^ which he did on Monday the 
11th. He first put a few questions concerning her 
knowledge of Jesus Christ her Saviour^ and her faith in 
him> as the healer of the soul and body. Being satisfied 
with her answers, he asked her if she thought she could 
pray to him; she replied. Yes; he then offered up a 
short and simple prayer, telling the Lord he had brought 
her to him, and beseeching him to heal her. She was 
much pleased and impressed with this visit ; and from 
that time her faith appeared much to strengthen; fre- 
quently expressing her belief that she should be healed. 
On Friday morning, the 15th, she appeared in higher 
spirits than usual, and told her mother she wka sure she 
should recover. No kind of abatement of the disease 
or of pain had, however, taken place ; and, as she ex- 
pressed it, her leg was as though it did not belong to 
her, having no power at all to move it, but with her 
hands, and that with much pain. About eleven o'clock 
in the forenoon of this day, her aunt, who was sitting 
below, heard a noise in her room, and ran up stairs, fear- 
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ing that she was impatient at being left; she found her 
in a state of excitement and agitation : said^ she coutd 
not tell her^ nor any person what had happened; how- 
ever^ when more composed she related the following 
circumstance to her moAer: — She said she had, all 
the morning, felt her heart more lifted up into commn^ 
nion with God than she had ever before experienced, 
and whilst reading Hebrews xi. and Mark xi. 23, she 
felt her faith much strengthened : 'if faith she thought 
did such mighty works in former days, \\hy should it 
not now?' Upon this her heart was much drawn 
towards God in prayer for faith, and she was constrain- 
ed to say aloud, ' 1 will not let thee go except thou bless 
me.' Upon this much strength came upon her, where- 
with she was raised up, and enabled to stand upright 
holding by the top of her bedstead. At first, she says, 
her diseased leg trembled violently, yet without pain ; 
but it soon became steady, and she stepped first an a 
chair, and then on the ground, first moving with a heavy 
laboured step, but it became gradually lighter and moie 
free, and she walked across the room; she hesitated 
whether or not she should go down stairs, but thought 
she would return to her bed to put on her stockings. It 
pleased the Lord, however, only to show her the power 
of faith, in answer to her prayer ; for when on her bed 
she became in every respect the same as before she 
rose. At first she was much cast down, but her faith at 
length revived, and, although Saturday and Sunday she 
suffered much pain, she continued to say she should be 
restored. Monday morning she described a peculiar 
sensation in tiie limb, down to the toes ; she said it was 
'like life entering into the bones.' Mr. Irving called 
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on her again that day and prayed with her. In the 
evenings whikt the family were at tea^ she begged 
to be carried up stairs^ and seemed in high spirits. She 
had been reading the healing of the impotent man at 
the pod of Bethesda, and when laid on her bed^ asked 
her mother what was the meaning of the word impotent : 
on being told it was weak^ infirm, she said^ * WeU, that 
is all that I feel now, and I think I can walk.* Her 
mother, being alarmed at the idea of seeing her attempt 
such a thing, ran out of the room, and sent her aunt, 
who told her to do just what she felt enabled: she 
immediately threw aside the bed clothes, stepped out 
of bed, and walked across the room ; swung her leg 
backwards and forwards ; sat down and stood up with 
ease, and freedom from all pain. (Jpon examination, it 
was found that it was, in every respect, just the same as 
the other, and her spine perfectly straight From that 
time every particle of disease left her, and she daily 
gains bodily strength. From perfect inactivity for 
seven months, her legs and feet were at first rather stiff 
and awkward, but the one leg was as much so as the 
other, and not the slightest sensation of pain or fatigue 
accompanied the effort. 

'^ Her heart was filled with joy, and her mouth with 
praise, the whole evening, and, indeed, night, for she 
could not sleep from excess of joy, frequently exclaim- 
ing at the goodness and mercy of the Lord in having 
done such a work upon one so unworthy. The meeting 
between herself and her brother, a little boy of about 
nine years of age, was very affecting : he came into the 
room whilst she was standing up, and having gazed at 
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her from head to foot^ apparently doubting his own 
eyes^ he threw himself into her arms, quite overcome 
with wonder and joy. She told him that it was the Lord 
who had been pleased to hear the prayer of faiths and 
to raise her up. Being left alone in the room together 
a few minutes, their voices were heard singing a hymn ; 
and when her friends returned, the little boy was kneel- 
ing by her bedside, whilst she offered up a prayer aloud. 

^^ Her aunt sat by her bed-side, for she could not 
sleep, and she gave firequent vent to the feelings of hw 
overflowing heart in exclamations upon the goodness 
and mercy of God, hoping she should devote her life to 
him. ^ Oh !' she said, ' we should live a life of faith ; 
we must be separate from the world, and live to God.' 
llie next morning she was up, and walking about her 
room, at five o'clock ; indeed she appeared not able io 
keep still. On Wednesday she walked up and down 
stairs, and all about the house and garden, alone* She 
said frequently, that her strength was in the Lord ; and 
so indeed it appeared, for they could not get her to 
taste food ; excess of joy seemed to sustain her. On 
the Sunday following she walked to church with her 
family, where thanksgivings were offered to God for 
the manifestation of his goodness and his power. 

''The following are the answers of Dr. Harrison, 
written down from his verbal dictation this 25th day of 
July, 1831 :— 

* Paralytic of her lower limbs. A number of deranged 
internal symptoms, all proceeding from an incurvation 
of the back bone— evidently proceeding from that 
source — of which 1 have not the slightest doubt Have 
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no doubt that she could be recovered^ although this is a 
very bad case ; but that the recovery must be a work of 
g^at time : not less than six months—probably more.' 
'' The surgeon who attended her also said^ ' He con- 
sidered her case past medical aid^ and her life not 
desirable^ under the circumstances — ^something super* 
natural ; almost a miracle ; certainly human skill had 
not done it He was greatly obliged in being informed 
of the recovery; he should note it down as a peculiar 
instance.' 
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Upon the foregoing facts I shall merely make 
the following observations. Gifts of healing have 
all along formed one of that class of the works 
of the Spirit which men call extraordinary; if any 
cases of that class are so clearly proved to have 
occurred that I cannot resist them, what must 
be the state of my mind if I reject the conclusion, 
that, some of this class having appeared, it is 
reasonable to expect others also ? I confess, I 
should be justly liable, to the charge either of an 
obtuse or a prejudiced understanding. But that 
such cases have occurred I must believe; for, if I 
hesitate to receive such facts on such testimony, 
I may, with equal reason, reject every other fact 
which has been brought, on similar testimony, to 
my mind. This I cannot do without rejecting 
those truths to which my soul clings as the sheet 
anchor of her hope : to which she trusts, to prove 
her main-stay and support in that hour when 
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heart and flesh shall fail^ but when God has pro- 
mised in his word to be ^Hhe strength of my 
heart;" because the truth of these promises 
munly rests on evidence of a similar kind.* 

As it respects exorcism^ or ejecting evil spirits : 
nothing appears to excite so much surprise 
at the present moment, but with how little 
reason a very little reflection will show. Is the 
name of Jesus less alarming to " the angels who 
kept not their first estate" than in the days of 
old ? Have the fallen spirits acquired any fresh 
accession of strength to resist that name since 
his appearing, when they trembled at his word 
and fled ? Is his power confined within narrower 
limits since he ascended to the right hand of the 
Father, having assured his Church that all power 
was given him in heaven and in earth ? Has he 
ceased to exercise dominion over "all angels, 
authorities and powers," which the Father had 
made subject unto him ? If none of these things 
be so, and if Jesus tbey knew and Paul they 
knew, and many others also because they were 
the servants of Jesus, why are we to stand 
aghast at the idea of that Name, yet availing, 
when used in faith, to eject Satan from his strong 
holds ? 

* As to tlie objection which I have heard brought fonvtrd 
against the 'real character of these works, " that they were merely 
answers to the prayer of faith which takes no denial,'' we shall 
consider it in a more fitting part of tins treatise. 
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A case of the kind has been reported by fiaith- 
ful m&a, in plain unvmrnished language, to have 
occurred in the north. The person who com- 
manded the tindean spirit to depart was a 
minisW of Christ, and the man was restored to 
a sound mind. In this state he continued for a 
season, during which the way of salvation by 
the Gospel was preached to him, which he perse- 
veringly refused to believe. After this he fell 
back again into his former state. Nqw this cir- 
cumstance is instantly laid hold of to prove 
the whole previous occurrence a delusion. Had 
that man who had been diseased thirty and 
eight years, whom our Lord healed at the pool 
of Bethesda, fallen into sin, whereby " a worse 
thing," or even his old infirmity had come upon 
him, should we have been justified in calling 
his former deliverance a delusion ? I think 
not. How then in the present case can we be 
justified in acting after this manner? Rather 
ought we to consider that God was righteous in 
permitting this evil spirit to return to his former 
dwelling, though for a time he had left it, and it 
had been ^^ swept and garnished." By the power 
of Jesus he had been delivered : by refusing to 
believe in Jesus he practically denied his power; 
and, without in the slightest degree invalidating 
the reality of his temporary deliverance, God was 
proved to be just in permitting him once again 
to fall under the power of the enemy. 
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Enough has been already said of Speaking with 
Tongues to make any thing at this time a needless 
repetition. Enough also^ appears to me to exists 
to make this subject one well worthy of attentive 
examination^ instead of being hastily rejected as 
false. 



CHAPTER V. 

A TSIAL OF THB OBJECTIONS URGED AGAINST THE 
GIFTS WHICH ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE RE-APPEARED 
IN THE CHURCH. 



" To the law, and to the testimony.^* — Is . viii. 20. 



In discussing any subject on which a diversity 
of opinion exists, it becomes us to weigh the 
arguments on either side of it before we proceed 
to draw a final conclusion. . Accordingly I pur 
pose to devote this chapter to the examination in 
detail of those objections, or arguments, which 
have been commonly urged against the genuine- 
ness of these spiritual manifestations. 

1. It is objected by some, and the objection 
has been pronounced conclusive,* That none had 

* The following extract is from the " Record" newspaper of 
December 8, 1831. The article from which it is made is a 
review of a part of Dr. Whateley's Essays on some of the diffi- 
culties in the writings of St. Paul. 

** Dr. Whateley teaches that the extraordinary operations of the 
Spirit were intended only to serre a temporary purpose, and when 
that purpose was accomplished were withdrawn. He supposes 
that they were withdrawn gradually, ' in proportion as the struc- 

P 



96 

the power of commumcating these gtfts but the 
Apostles, which they did by the laying on of hands. 

This objection appears chiefly to rest on the 
account which is given^ in the Acts of the 
Apostles^ of the city of Samaria receiving the 
Gospel^ and^ after that^ the extraordinary gifts of 
the Spirit by the laying on of the Apostles' hands. 
(Acts, viii. 14 — 17.) Before we enquire whether 
the conclusion be sound which has been drawn 
from this, and possibly some other cases, it will 
be well to examine the several instances which 
are recorded of this ^ft of the Holy Ghost beii^ 
bestowed. 

The first and most remarkable case is that of 
the day of Pentecost. (Acts, ii. 1—4.) Enough 
has before been said upon that subject to show 
that, if we only allow the history its plain mean- 
ing, ali the disciples present, viz. the 120, were 
partakers of the gift, for ^^ they were all with one 
accord in one place," (v. 1.) ^^And they were all 

ture, of which thej were the temporary support, gradually 
acqu^pd consistency.' As the power of working miniRlfat was 
conferred by the laying on of the hands of the Apostles, and it 
does not appear that they conferred npon any other the privilege 
of communicating this power, 'the result must have been that 
when all the Apostles had terminated their course on earth, all 
the channels must have been stopped throng^ which this stream 
had hitherto flowed ; and as the last generation dropped off, one 
by one, of such as had been thus gifted, this extraordinary mani- 
festation of the Spirit gradually became extinct.' 

''This -view of the matter appears to dispose of the moit 
plausible argument that we have seen in defence of modeni 
miracles." 
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filled with the Holy Ghost/' (v. 4.) The first 
instance with which we meet of the laying on of 
the Apostles' hands is in the account of the 
deacons being set apart to their peculiar work 
and office in the Church. (Acts^ vi. 6.) But^ 
that the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit were 
conveyed on that occasion appears extremely 
doubtful^ from what is said of St. Stephen before 
the Apostles' hands had been laid upon him. 
'^ And they chose Stephen^ a manJvU of faith and 
of the Holy Ghost,' (Acts, vi. 6.) and, having 
enumerated the other deacons, it is added, 
^* Whom they set before the Apostles : and when 
they had prayed they laid their hands on them." 
(v. 6.) Where we may remark that the same 
t^rms are used as in describing the spiritual quali- 
fications of Barnabas, ^^for he was a good man and 
fuU of the Holy Ghost and of faith:' (Acts, xi. 24.) 
He was an Apostle, as St. Luke informs us, (Acts, 
xiv. 14.) and therefore possessed of these gifts. 
The next case is that, of which we have spoken 
above, of Samaria receiving the word of God, in 
which the Holy Ghost was given by the laying on 
of the Apostles' hands. (Acts, viii. 14 — 18.) 
Cornelius and his friends are the next persons 
spoken of as receiving the gift. A reference to 
the account of this transaction will show that, 
though Peter was sent to ^* speak unto him," 
in other words to preach Jesus Christ, yet the 
Holy Ghost was given without any laying on of 

F 2 
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the Apostles' hands ; for ^^ while Peter yet spake 
these words the Holy Ohost fell on all them which 
heard the word. And they of the circamcision 
which believed were astonished^ as many as came 
with Peter^ because that on the Gentiles also 
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost ; for 
they heard them speak with tongaes and mag- 
nify God/* (Acts, X. 44—46.) An object, similar 
to that which induced the Apostles at Jerusalem 
to send down Peter and John to Samaria, seems 
to have actuated the Church in sending Barnabas 
to Antioch, though we read in the history of 
nothing more than an exhortation which he ad- 
dressed to them, ^^that with purpose of heart 
they should cleave unto the Lord." Nothing, 
therefore, can be concluded on this subject, 
either one way or the other, from the account of 
this transaction. (Acts, xi. 19 — 24.) In the 
thirteenth chapter an instance of the laying on 
of hands is recorded, but not for that purpose, 
Barnabas and Saul, persons already so giftedy 
being the subjects of this ordinance. The next 
and, I believe, the. last case recorded in the Acts 
of the Apostles, for I would not intentionally 
omit any, is that of Paul at Ephesus, in which the 
Holy Ghost was ^ven by the laying on of that 
Apostle's hands. (Acts, xix. 1 — 6.) That part 
of the Acts of the Apostles to which we have 
referred contains a partial history of the Church 
of Christ between the years A. D. 33, and 
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A. D. 56, that is to say, twenty-two years. In the 
whole of that period we read of /ottr cases in 
which the Holy Ghost was given, viz : On the 
day of Pentecost. (Acts, ii. 4.) When Samaria 
was converted. (Acts, viii. 14, 17.) When Petw 
preached to Cornelius. (Acts, x. 44—46.) And 
when Paul went to Ephesus. (Acts, xix. 6.) 
Of these four two only were instances of the gift 
being conveyed by the hands of the Apostles. 
Beside these we meet with two instances which 
must not be omitted, the one of the Apostles 
laying their hands upon the deacons, which 
appears from the context to have been a doubt- 
ful case at the best : the other that of Barnabas 
visiting Antioch after a church had been formed 
there ; but, whether he cdmmunicated the gift is 
uncertain, nothing being said upon the subject. 
What then is the only /air conclusion at which 
we arrive ? That in two cases out of the four, 
which are clearly recorded in the Acts of the 
Apostles, of the Holy Ghost being given during 
twenty-two years, the gift was conveyed by the 
laying on of the Apostles' hands. Can we/atrly 
say more ? I think not, as may possibly appear 
more clearly in the sequel, for my desire is that 
holy Scripture should not be strained on either 
side, as I would shun alike the fearful doom of 
adding to, as well as of taking from the word of 
God. (Rev. xxii. 18, 19.) 

But we will suppose, /<9r argumefU's sake, that 
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this idea was correct^ that they only communi- 
cated the gift. On whom did the power devolve 
after their departure ? In whom did it then reside ? 
For it is notorious that the gift continued in the 
Church long after their demise. You reply^ So it 
would if they only conveyed it; and we will not 
deny to this remark all the advantages that it can 
justly claim. Accordingly we will allow that by 
virtue of their instrumentality it was conveyed to 
the next generation^ and to some who lived even 
an hundred years^ though such a case is impro- 
bable^ as the lives of the most eminent Christians 
were then commonly shortened by martyrdom. 
After these ^flied saints were gone to their rest, 
and with them the last of that generation which 
had been priidleged by the laying on of the 
Apostles' hands, still the etame question recurs. 
In whom dM the power then reside ? In order to 
withdraw from this difficulty, some may deny 
altogether the existence of these gifts in any later 
time; but in so doing they must shake the 
foundation of all historical truth ; and they might 
with equal reason deny, that such a man as Julius 
Caesar ever lived and invaded Britain, as deny 
this. Indeed the witnesses to the fact that they 
existed in the Church above four hundred years, 
and therefore double the length of time which, 
for argument's sake, we have supposed, are of a 
higher stamp than the witnesses to any fact of 
ordinary history ; because they were men, whose 
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very profession and holiness of character saves 
them even from the suspicion of loving or 
making a lie. (Rev. xxii. 15.) But a bold denial 
of a notorious fact can only exist till the evidence 
of its falsity is produced^ and for this, in the pre- 
sent case, I refer the reader to the third chapter 
of this work. 

The correct view appears, I think, to be this. 
That, though in the earliest age the Apostles 
were sometimes, perhaps often, honoured by 
Christ as the instruments of conveying his gifts 
to men, by the laying on of hands; yet He, in 
whom it pleased the Father that all fulness 
should dwell (Col. i. 19.), was still free to pour 
out his Spirit, without their inatrumentality, upon 
all flesh, whenever He saw fit, ^^ as a dew from 
the Lord, as the showers upon the. grass, that 
tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of 
men.''* (Mic. v. 7.) 

2. Another, and that a common-place argu- 
ment against these gifts being real, is to the 

* Will any reasonable penon, on reflection, assert that it is 
probable, because in iome etue* the great Head of the Church 
employed the Apostles to conyey these privileges to his members, 
thai he therefore reetricied hinueff ever tfter from dWeeUy 
exereking thie power ^ which was given him as the fruit of his 
meritorious suffering ? Hie case of Cornelius proves that, even 
during the Apostolic age, Christ exercised it without their instru- 
mentality, as if to guard us against such a conclusion ; for, in 
that instance, he tarried not fdr man, nor waited for the sons of 
men, but poured out the Holy Ghost, while Peter was preaching 
the word, before any imposition of hands had taken place. 
(Acts, z. 44.) 
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following effect. TTiai theg were all given, and 
more particularly Tongues, for the single purpose 
of fitting the early preachers for evangelizing the 
earth, and, that purpose having been answered, they 
have ceased. 

Supposing the first proposition of this syllo- 
gism to be strictly true^ I must deny the correct- 
ness of the second^ and accordingly draw from it 
quite another conclusion. During the period 
which elapsed between our Lord's ascension and 
the outpouring of his wrath upon the Jews^ 
great indeed was the progress of the Gospel^ and 
so great as to justify, in a modified sense, the 
application of that passage of the nineteenth 
Psalm, which St. Paul makes, to this subject. 
(Rom. X. 18.) Between the latter period and the 
time of Constantine the faith of the Gospel had 
become still more widely known, and therefore, 
if that which is stated above had been the single 
object of the gifts, in the time of Constantine 
we might have expected their disappearing. But 
they did not then disappear ; and, it is a singular 
fact, that they became less common when the 
light of the truth began to grow dim, under the 
growing superstition of the times, which was the 
case in the days of Augustine, and is shown by 
Milner in his history of the Church of Christ. 
To say, therefore, without qualification, that 
they were given to evangelize the earth, and 
when that object was answered were withdrawn. 
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cannot be correct^ as the earth has never yet been 
evangelizedy strictly speaking j and the time when 
they were withdrawn was when, upon this prin- 
ciple, a greater necessity for their continuance 
existed than before. Our objector must search 
for another, and a more satisfactory reason, than 
this for their disappearance. 

3. Some have feared that, by acknowledging 
these manifestations to be truCy we deprive ourselves 
of the great answer, with which we have been accus- 
tomed to silence the Church of Rome, and thereby 
give countenance to lying wonders. 

It argues, I suspect, something more favour- 
able for the miracles of the Romish Church than 
those who adopt this idea would be willing to 
allow, if their truth or falsehood depend in any 
measure upon the question, whether all miracles 
have ceased? depending as they must on quite 
another thing. If we can establish on incontro- 
vertible scriptural evidence that at some definite 
period all miracles ceased by divine appointment, 
we have indeed an extinguisher to place on all 
works, which are supposed to be out of the 
ordinary course of God's gracious providence, 
after that season. But, as no such incontro- 
vertible scriptural fact can be proved, we must 
renounce the idea of so settling these claims. 
Rather ought we to believe that, it is with the 
daims of the Church of Rome, as with the 
claims of any other church, true or false. They 

F 3 
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must stand or fall by their own merits when 
brought to a true standard. It was not neces- 
sary, in order to prove that Jaunes and Jambres 
were imposters, to say, that Moses did not 
work true miracles. Both true and false might 
and did exist at the same time, the one wrought 
by the finger of God, the other counterfeited by 
the power of the enemy, without endangering 
the truth of God, or the reality of his mighty 
working. And, if there was no necessity then 
for denying the existence of all miracles, in order 
to resist false workers and lying wonders, where 
is the necessity now ? 

So long as the Church of Rome continued a 
true Church of Christ she was entitled to all the 
privileges of Christ's Church; and, if **the 
promise of the Father'' was really designed for 
the benefit of the Church under the Gospel dis- 
pensation, I see not how we can refuse to her 
those privileges which belonged in common to 
all the members of his body. But, when " the 
faithflil city became an harlot,'' the case was 
changed. When she began to ^^ build Wood, 
hay, stubble" on the true foundation, her works, 
being tried by fire, would be burned: yet she, 
in her members, would be saved, yet so as by 
fire. (1 Cor. iii. 12 — 15.) But, when becoming 
more corrupt, she built this rubbish on another 
foundation^ or on no real foundation at all, not 
only would the works, when tried by the fire. 
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perish, but the workmen also. Hence, while 
her deeds were wrought in God, they would not 
shun the test of the true light, by which it would 
be made manifest that they were wrought in 
God: when that ceased to be the case, they 
would love darkness rather than light, because 
these deeds were evil. (John iii. 19 — 21.) 

IV. That we destroy the argument for the TVuth 
of Revelatumy derived from miracles, by making 
their continuance longer than has been commonly 
supposed, is another objection. 

I cannot conceive it possible that such an ob- 
jection can be deUberately urged. For who ever 
thought seriously of upholding one truth by the 
sacrifice of another ? The thing only exists in 
idea, it cannot in fact. If one destroy the other 
they cannot at the same time both be true. If 
the Christian Revelation be true, its truth cannot 
depend upon the condition that no miracles were 
wrought ^ter the Apostolic age, because we 
know that it is certainly true that many miracles 
were wrought after that age. Let us not even 
by implication place the truth of Revelation in 
such jeopardy. Who therefore vrill attach for 
a moment any value to such an argument as 
this, which involves as its unavoidable conse- 
quence that one of two known truths must be 
false? '^Da istum patronum adversario." I 
should rather have conceived that the argument 
derived from miracles, would have been of far 
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more avail, if it could have been appetiled to in 
every age, as " the finger of God^' upholding and 
acknowledging his own cause in the world: as 
filing upon the work the stamp of his own 
Divinity which might be seen and read of all 
men. 

5. Again^ some have thought that there is no 
superior measure of holiness in the Church, at the 
present time, to warrant the expectation of such 
gifts. 

Neither was there in the Jewish Church when 
Christ appeared, which immediately preceded the 
great outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pen- 
tecost. Indeed on his testimony, who cannot lie^ 
saving faith had never been at a lower ebb ; and 
when Jesus was glorified, and therefore the Holy 
Ghost was given (John, vii. 39.), the number of 
the names was one hundred and twentv ! A 
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" little flock" indeed compared with the many 
thousands of Israel after the flesh who occupied 
the Holy City! But there was then "a, remnant 
according to the election of grace,'' and upon 
that remnant, smaller even than in the prophet's 
time when he mournfully exclaimed, " I even I 
only am left, and they seek my life to take it 
away," the gifts were bestowed ; and the very 
bestowal of them was one appointed instrument 
of increasing the Church, and of raising the stan- 
dard of holiness amongst her members. But let 
us draw a little nearer to this objection, and 
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examine it more closely. Were the gifted per- 
sons in the primitive Church always eminent for 
previous holiness ? Who was more gifted than 
St, Paul? "I thank my God I speak with tongues 
more than you all;" but what does he testify 
concerning his former life and conversation? 
"A blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious," 
*^ chief of sinners," one who was "breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord," when he was arrested in his murder- 
ous course, and received these gifts from Christ 
which he had received for men, yea, for the re- 
bellions also. True, he did these things "igno- 
rantly and in unbelief," but we are not now esti- 
mating the measuve of his guilt, but the measure 
of previous sanctity of those persons, who were 
afterwards baptized with the Holy Ghost, in 
order to ascertain the value of the argument built 
upon this, against the re-appearing of the like 
gifts at the present hour. St. Paul, I consider a 
fair example for our purpose; and though it may 
be objected that he judged himself severely be- 
cause he judged himself spiritiLally, [that is, by a 
spiritual standard,] it must be replied that he 
judged himself truly, because in judging spirit- 
ually he judged as God judgeth. But, if St. Paul's 
case be not sufficient, lo, we turn to the Gentiles, 
for not on the circumcision only but " on the 
Gentiles also was poured otit the gift of the Holy 
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Ghost/' What their previous holiness had been 
St. Paul sufficiently shows^ and in so doings 
teaches that God, having first purified their 
hearts by faith, bestovred this mercy upon them, 
and that no previous holiness of life is, according 
to past eaiperience, a prerequisite for qualifying us 
to receive them. How then is this to be ex- 
plained ? I humbly suggest that the true state 
of the case is none other than this. The season 
had arrived in vrhich, according to God^s prede- 
terminate coimsel, such grace was to be given to 
men, and as, on the one hand, he delights to show 
that his ^^ counsel shall stand and he will do all his 
pleasure,'' so, on the other, -he magnifies the 
freedom of that grace by bestowing it oftimes on 
those, whom we should consider most unworthy, 
and who by themselves are invariably so consider- 
ed, ^^ that no flesh should glory in his presence." 
(1 Cor. i. 29.) If, therefore, it be according to 
his purpose, that the Spirit shall again be poured 
out from on high, the unworthiness of the 
Church, as a body, or of her members in particu- 
lar, will not withhold good things from her now, 
any more than before, nor cause the eternal pur- 
pose of divine mercy towards her to fail. 

6. The next objection to be examined has been 
referred to in a former page. That the cases of 
healing the sick are only instances of the prayer of 
faithf which takes no denial, therefore no argument 
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can be drawn Jrom any such cases, however clear, 
in favovr of other works of a supposed like class 
re^appearing in the Church. 

The first thing here to be observed is, that this 
objection does not invalidate the fact that nota- 
ble works of healing have been wrought of late 
by the power of the Lord Jesus; but only ascribes 
the works to the exercise of an ordinary grace : 
by which it would exclude them from the ranks 
of another class of divine operations. The next 
thing is to ascertain, how far this objection holds 
good. In order to do which we must enquire, 
whether faith and the prayer of faith were called 
into exercise in ^ny of those cases of healing, 
which are found in Holy Writ, as having been 
wrought by our Lord and his disciples. 

St. Matthew records, in the early part of our 
blessed Saviour's ministry, the healing of a leper, 
which, as we know, was a peculiar mark of Jesus 
being the Christ, and he does it in the following 
words. ^^ Behold there came a leper and wor- 
shipped him, saying. Lord, if thou wilt thou 
canst make me clean." What principle, we ask, 
dictated this prayer? Faith. Therefore this 
was the prayer of faith, which takes no denial, 
and was accordingly blessed; for "Jesus put 
forth his hand and touched him, saying, I will, 
be thou clean, and immediately his leprosy was 
cleansed." (Matt. viii. 2, 3.) In the same 
chapter we meet with the account of the Cen- 
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turion^ who applied to the Lord on behalf of his 
servant who was sick of the palsy^ grievously 
tormented. What principle urged this man to 
make this application to Christ ? Christ himself 
informs us. It was faith. "Verily I say unto 
you I have not found so great faith^ no not in 
Israel." This then was the prayer of faith, 
which takes no denial ; ^^ and Jesus said, Go thy 
way, and as thou hast believed so be it done 
unto thee; and his servant was healed in the 
self-same hour." The next chapter of the same 
Gospel opens with the history of the healing "a 
man sick of the palsy ;" and one peculiarity in 
this case is, that the Lord firA healed his spi- 
ritual sickness, saying, " Son, be of good cheer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee :" and, having so done, 
added, "Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine 
house. And he arose and departed to his house." 
What was it which brought this man to Christ ? 
Faith. "Jesus seeing their faith, said — ." It 
was an exercise of the same grace on the part, 
not of the sick man alone, but of those who 
brought him : as such it was regarded by our 
Lord, and rewarded accordingly. In the same 
chapter we read of a woman who had been dis- 
eased twelve years, coming, by stealth as it were, 
to Christ, to touch ^^ the hem of his garment, foff 
she said within herself. If I may but touch his 
garment I shall be whole." " And the woman 
was made whole from that hour." What grace 



lis « 

brought healing to her body? ^^ Jesus said^ 
daughter^ be of good comfort: thy faith hath 
made thee whole/' (Matt. ix. 2, 6, 20 — ^23.) 
When Jesus came into the land of Gennesaret^ 
we are told that the men of that place^ having 
knowledge of him^ sent out into all that country 
round about^ and brought ^^unto him all that were 
diseased^ and besought him that they might only 
touch the hem of his garment ; and as many as 
touched were made perfectly whole/' (Matt. 
xiv. 36, 36.) Here we see a whole district 
roused by the tidings of our Lord's presence, 
and haying collected the sick, they bring them to 
Jesus. What wa^the moving cause which pro- 
duced this eflFect ? Faith in the Lord's power to 
heal. What dictated the prayer of these people 
when " they besought him ? ' ' Faith, which takes 
no denial, and the event proved the sincerity of 
this faith, for ^^ as -many as touched him were 
made perfectly whole.'^ Enough, and more than 
enough, has been already broaght forward for 
our purpose, but I cannot omit that beautiful 
instance of the power of faith which the next 
chapter affords, in the history of the Syrophe- 
nician woman. " Behold, a woman of Canaan 
came out of the same coasts (of Tyre and Sidon) 
and cried unto him, saying. Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, thou son of David ! my daughter is 
grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered 
her not a word." ^^Tben came she and wor* 
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shipped hitn^ sayings Lord^ help me ! But he 
answered and said^ It is not meet to take 
the children's bread and to cast it to dogs. And 
she said. Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of the 
crumbs which fall from their master's table/' 
And how was this perseverance rewarded? 
^^Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O, 
woman, great is thy fdth : be it unto thee even 
as thou wilt. And her daughter was made whole 
from that very hour." (Matt. xv. 22 — ^28.) 1 
might multiply such cases were it required^ but 
no such necessity exists. In all which have been 
brought forward, we discover faith in active 
operation. Either the prayer of faith, or the act 
of faith, is the general characteristic; and did 
any Christian ever yet attempt to invalidate the 
reality of these cures, by saying. Oh, they were 
only answers to the prayer of faith which takes 
no denial ? Did any Christian evel* yet deny to 
them a place amongst that class of divine opera^ 
tions which we call ewtraordinisry? I think not. 
Let us not, therefore, be the first to place such an 
argument in the hands of our enemies, who 
would too readily conclude that Ood had never 
given such power to men. In the instances of 
ejecting evil spirits and of raising the dead, 
doubtless faith could not be exercised by the 
dead, that was to be raised, or by the lunatic^ out 
of whom an evil spirit was to be cast, and therefore 
was not expected ; but it was expected from^ and 
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exercised by those who sought restoration to 
life on behalf of the departed, as we see in the 
history of Martha and Mary and Lazarus ; and 
by those who besought the Lord for the possessed, 
as is clear from the account of the afflicted father, 
who brought his child to Christ that was griev- 
ously vexed with a devil. 

In the cases of healing which are proved to 
have occurred at this day, we find the same 
feature. Faith in the power of the Lord to heal ; 
and, as then, so now also he honours it ; and 
having first given the faith he crowns that gift 
with another, and grants the desire of those 
who seek him. 

This objection, therefore, I concdve, cannot be 
urged against the conclusion which we have 
drawn above, that one of this class of works of 
the Spirit having really appeared, it is not unrea- 
sonable in us to expect others. 

7. Another argument which has been urged is, 
l%at women, and sometimes poor women, have been 
the snbfects of these gifts. 

Without laying a stress upon this fact, that in 
Christ Jesus there is neither male nor female, 
but all one (Gal. iii. 28.), because it may be mis- 
understood, I would enquire. Whether there be 
anything, and what, which necessarily disqualifies 
women for receiving these gifts ? How did our 
Lord act toward them ? Did he tell them be- 
cause the woman was ^^ the weaker vessel,'' that 
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therefore. she could not be "a vessel of mercy" 
in this particular ? On no occasion with which 
I am acquainted. On the day of Pentecost are 
we taught that the women were excluded from 
the company of believers ? If not, what must be 
our inference ? That women were at that time 
thus honoured, because upon all was then poured 
out the gift of the Holy Ghost; and how, with- 
out this, could the Scripture be fulfilled, which 
says, " on my handmaidens I mil pour out in those 
days of my Spirit ; and they shall prophecy^' F If 
these things, be so, as long as the gifts continued 
in the Church, women were interested in them ; 
and, if no scriptural authority can be given for 
supposing that after the bestowal of them they 
were limited to any particular season, in all sea- 
sons they might be expected, and in all seaaona 
women might be partakers of the benefit. But, 
if of late it has been found, that women have 
been chosen^ and in them more particularly ^Uhe 
promise of the Father'^ has been fulfilled, in this 
appointment I see a peculiar consistency, if it 
prove to be a work of God, because he has chosen 
especially under the Gospel, ^' the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty — that no flesh should glory in his pre- 
sence." (1 Cor. i. 27^ 29.) But doth this offend 
us, and for this cause are we prepared to reject 
the work, and to say it is not of God ? With 
equal reason did the Apostles at first rqect 
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Mary*8 testimony^ That the Lord was risen from 
the dead. But, if this was the reason of their 
unbelief, that a woman was chosen out of all the 
world to be the first human witness of the resur- 
rection, and that woman one, who had forsaken 
the gxude of her youth and the covenant of her 
God, they had speedy cause for dismissing it. 
Had they however persevered in thus arguing, 
it would have proved the power of their pride or 
prejudice, just as it would ours at this day, if we 
allow this reason to weigh the least in influencing 
our decision on the subject. 

8. An objection of another sort is now to be 
considered. That some of these manifestationsy such 
as the speaking with tongues, when publickly exhi-- 
bited, lead sober-minded persons to conclude that 
those who exercise the gifts are mad; therefore they 
cannot be the work of God, 

It must be self-evident that this objection is 
grounded on the transactions which are reported 
to have occurred in the Caledonian Church in 
London ; and which were noticed with more or 
less asperity in most of the public journals. 
Before we adopt the conclusion to which many 
of these reports would lead us, the first thing to 
be ascertained is. What manner of men are fit 
judges in this case ? Then, whether , if the way, in 
which these supposed gifts have been exercised^ 
would justify the opinion of such judges that they 
who had the gifts were mad, it necessarily follows 
that the gifts are not of God. 
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The flubjecty I believe, all will admit to be, strictly 
speaking, spiritual, and though we might be charg- 
ed with srrogBXkcy by those who are not very sound 
reasoners, were we on omr own authority to say 
that of such a question the only person qualified 
to judge is a spiritual p^san, yet we must be 
exempt from this liability, if we are taught this 
in the word of God. The term spiritual I take 
in the sense in which it is used in Scripture, as 
opposed to carnal, and not in the sense, in which 
it is officially employed, to designate a minister of 
religion. It so happens that the Bible affords in- 
formation on this subject, and bears out the ex- 
pectation which a reasonable mind would form, 
namely, that the only proper judge of a spiritual 
question is a spiritual person: which is analagous 
with our conclusions in other things, — ^that a l^al 
person is the fit judge of legal questions, a mili- 
tary person of military, and so on. But what 
information does the Scripture afford on the sub- 
ject ? St. Paul, when treating of his conduct as a 
preacher of the Gospel, and of his qualifications 
for that office, asks, '^What man knoweth the 
things of a man, save the spirit of man which is 
in him ? Even so the things of God knoweth no 
man, but the Spirit of God. Now we have received 
not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which 
is of God; that we might know the things which 
are freely given to us of God. Which things also 
we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth : 
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comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But 
the natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him; 
neiiher can he know them^ because they are spiriiu- 
dUy discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth 
(or discerneth) all things , yet he himself is judged 
of no man.'' (1 Cor, ii, 11 — 15.) 

By this I understand the Apostle to make the 
same assertion, which I have before advanced, 
that a spiritual person is the only fit judge of a 
spiritual question. But who are spiritual persons ? 
Th^ who have the Spirit of Christ dwelling in 
them ; for ^'if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of his,*' and these "walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit.'' (Rom. 
viii. 1, 9.) Such are spiritual persons, and such 
alone are qualified to be judges in this matter. If 
therefore the things which are reported to have 
occurred in the Caledonian Church, and in other 
places, should have warranted in the judgment 
of such men this conclusion. That the persons 
exercising the ^ts were mad, €^e we justified in 
that other conclusion. That the work cannot be of 
God? This remains to be ascertained. When 
St. Paul was under the necessity of reproving the 
misapplication of spiritual gifts, in the Christian 
Church of Corinth, he used on one occasion these 
words. " If therefore the whole Church be come 
together into one place, and there come in those 
that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not 
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say that ye are mad ?'* (1 Cor. xiv. 23,) Here 
is a case in point. Here is a Christian church 
exercisii^ the gift of Tongues in an indiscreet 
and unedifying manner: carnal persons are sup- 
posed to come among them^ and^ almost of 
necessity^ conclude that they are mad. But in 
that case would their jtfdgment have been correct? 
Though^ as it regarded tlie conduct of the gifted 
individuals^ there might have been the semblance 
of truth in the conclusion^ because they misused 
their gifts, and acted contrary to a soimd and 
sober judgment, yet it would not have been 
actually true, much less would it have proved 
that the gifts were not of God. But, I may be 
told, that this case only applies to the judgment 
of " the unlearned and the unbelievers:" then so 
far it applies to the judgment formed on the pre- 
sent question by every person who is not spiritual^ 
and I need not tell the reader how few of those 
who have declaimed the most loudly against these 
gifts have any claim to that blessed privilege. 
(1 Cor. iii. 3 ; Jas. iii. 14, 15.) But, if any spiri- 
tual persons agree with the unbelieving world in 
this judgment, it does not necessarily follow that 
the work is not of Ood. The gifts are capable 
of misapplication, and have been so from the 
first. Human infirmity is awftiUy exhibited, even 
by man '^ in his best estate," and thus ^^ the ex- 
cellency of the power," both of ^fts and graces, 
is proved to be of God: though, therefore, a 
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forcible argument against the conduct of the indi- 
viduab, who misapply God's gifts^ may be drawn 
from this, that they are not used " unto edifying/' 
no just argument can be fairly urged against the 
ff^8 themselves, much less the summary conclu- 
sion that there/ore they are not of God. But^ 
though I thus speak, I do not mean to assert 
that, in the case in question, they have been 
improperly used ; for, as yet, I have met with no 
proof oi this having happened. It formed a part 
of the argument we are examining, to assume 
that it was so ; and, in order to give that argu- 
ment its due weight, we have allowed that which 
is there assumed. 

9. It is objected. That the present believers in 
these gifts are acting contrary to the practice of the 
Primitive Church, and are praying for the Holy 
Ghost, whereas He tised to be given without prayer ! 

The assertion upon which this argument is 
founded, is not a little bold ; for, who can say 
that the Holy Ghost used to be given without 
prayer ? We know that those who were com- 
manded to tarry in Jerusalem for the gift passed 
much of their time **in prayer and supplication." 
(Acts, i. 14.) We know also that it is a principle 
of God's dealings with his Church that he ^^ will be 
enquired of" by her for the fulfilment of his 
promises ; from which the natural conclusion is, 
that the great object of this ^^prayer and suppli- 
cation" before the day of Pentecost, was that the 
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Lord would remember his word unto his ser- 
vants^ that he would rend the heavens and send 
down the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost. 
This, I say, is the natural conclusion, and if this 
be conjectural the other is no better ; and of the 
two, which is the more probable conjecture^ I 
have no doubt. Beside this, we know, that the 
Lord has commanded us to pray the Father for 
the Holy Spirit (Luke, xi. 13.) ; and from the 
familiar and beautiful idea of the readiness of an 
earthly parent to grant the desire of his child, has 
encouraged us by an a fortiori argument not to 
be backward in this duty. Now it becomes those, 
who venture such an objection as this, to show 
that our Lord limited the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
as there specified^ to his ordinary operations, 
which I suspect will require some ingenuity: 
more particularly when we recollect that he ad- 
dressed the words to that very generation who 
received the Holy Spirit richly in his extracnrdi- 
nary gifts. 

10. In a small pamphlet published some short 
time since, I have met, in gubstanee, with the two 
following objections. First, that as the gifted per- 
sons walk not charitably in the exercise of their gifts, 
therefore the spirit, by which they are actuated, is 
not of God; and, 1 Cor. xiii. 1 — 3, is brought 
forward to support this conclusion. This con- 
clusion, however, as built upon that passage, is 
not sound ; for all that the Apostle teaches, and all 
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that he infers from the absence of charity under 
such circumstances^ is that the person, who has 
all gifts without charity, is nothing in the sight of 
Ood. . He never intimates that the gifts are not 
of God. Indeed ha assumes them to be of God, 
and in this the antithesis of tlie sentence is found. 
Destroy this, and you destroy its meaning. 
Though he possessed (for to make his counsel 
more forcible and less o£fensive, he made the case 
his own), though he possessed all these gifts of 
the Holy Ghost, by some of which the Corinthians 
were puffed up, yet if he had not charity he would 
be nothing. 

Again, the other objection to which I have re- 
ferred appears to me to be equally unsatisfac- 
tory. 

11. ^ gifted person, ea^ercising on one occasion 
the gift of Tongues j '^ committed a breach in the 
Law" f of regulating the gifts, because he did not 
interpret f therefore the spirit by which he spoke was 
not of God, * 

Before the Apostle laid down a rule for regu^* 
lating the ^fts in the Corinthian Church it is clear 
that many must have acted in a manner contrary 
to that rule had it then existed, for this it was 

* It is by no means clear that, according to the Apostle's nile^ 
or " law," as it is termed in the pamphlet to which I refer, it was 
necessary for the person who spoke with tongoes always to inter* 
pret. How cQuld he do this if the interpretation were given to 
another, and not to him, which appears from St. Paul (1 Cor. 
iiT. 2r.) to have been no uncommon case ? 

G 2 
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which occasioned its enactment. All will allow 
that such conduct before the rule esoistedy was no 
proof that the gifts were spurious. But^ had any 
of the Church acted in the same manner after the 
Apostle's rule had been est^lished^ (and who 
can say they did not ?) would it have proved more 
than that the individual had transgressed the 
rule ? How could it show that the spirit by wMch 
he spoke was not of God ? The gif t^ we grant, in 
every such case would have been abused, and 
that is all which could have been said ; and the 
individual so acting would have been responsible 
for the abuse of a talent entrusted to him. We 
all have talents entrusted to us by God, more or 
less these talents are neglected or abused, but, we 
do not conclude that the talents are not genuine, 
for that reason. This would be a dangerous 
principle to establish, as it would sweep off every 
thing good in itself, as spurious, because it was 
liable to abuse. Thus ^^ error and discrepancy^' 
may have been discovered in the proceedings of 
some at the present day, but we are not there- 
fore justified in saying, as the writer to whom I 
refer does say, that they ^^ cannot exist in any 
work which emanates from God.'' 

The conduct of the Corinthian Church was both 
erroneous and discrepant, but, in that case, will 
any one draw the same conclusion from the same 
premises ? The error is always man's, the work 
may be God's, and, until better evidence to the 
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contrary is ohtained than human infirmity, let us 
abstun from pronouncing such a sentence as this, 
tviiieh in the end may prove incorrect. 

12. The la&t argument, which it is my intention 
to notice, i& to the following effect. TTutt the 
mamfestaiionsi of the present day are probably those 
described by our Lordj avid recorded by St, Mark, 
xiii. 22. ^^ For false Christs and false prophets 
shall rise, and shall show signs and wonders, to 
seduce, if it were possible, even the very efect.'* 

That the Church was prepared to expect the 
appearance of false Christs and false prophets, 
who should show signs and wonders, about the 
time of the overthrow of the Jewish Church 
and State, is clear &om this passage. Having 
rejected the true Messiah, and being about 
to receive the outpouring of divine wrath 
because of this sin, which filled up the measure 
of the nation's guilt, we are not surprised that 
the expectations of the people, which had been 
disappointed by the appearing of the true Christ, 
when he came in his Father's name, should be 
raised to look for a deliverer in some other Mes-< 
siah, who should come in his own name. They 
understood, I think, very generally, ttuit Christ 
should Qome in glory and sit on David's throne, 
and they looked for this about the time of the 
first Advent, but, they did not as clearly under* 
stand that he must first come in humiliation. 
They had not properly attended to the words of 
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their prophets^ which spoke ^^ of the sufferings 
of Christ and the glory that should follow/' 
Under such impressions, I can readily concrive 
how such a prophecy, as that contained in Zecha- 
riah, xiv. 1 — ^3, might give countenance to the 
pretensions of such professed deliverers as then 
appeared. Accordingly it happened that the 
pe<^le, suffering all the miseries of a siege, fol^ 
lowed these pretenders, as Josephus informs usy 
and, in so doing, perished by thousands. But as 
the account given by St. Mark, in this chapter, 
and by two other evangelists,* is of vast import- 
ance, containing not oidy a prophecy of the 
miseries of the Jews, but in that a typical history 
of the judgments which shall precede the second 
coming of Christ, besides a spedfic prediction 
of those events, and a parabolic illustration of 
the signs of the times which should be the 
forerunners of each visitation, I cannot, with- 
out enquiry refuse to this part of the typical 
history, that which certunly belongs to some 
portion of it, namely, that it contains a predietion 
of facts common to both judgments. We will 
therefore, for argument's sake, allow it this cha- 
racter, and suppose that as^ before the tribulation 
of those days, false Christs and false projects 
appeared, so before the second Advent of the 
Lord we are to expect the same sign. Under 

* BCatt. zxIt. Lake, zju. 
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this impression let us compare the persons who 
then appeared in that character, with those in 
our day, who, according to the argument we are 
examining, are supposed to appear in the same. 
What kind of faith was professed by those who 
then assumed that character ? What also was 
their professed object in endeavouring to support 
it by signs and wonders ? They were men who 
daued the truth that Jesus was the Christ 
(1 John^ ii. 18, 22.) ; and their professed object 
was to be owned in that character themselves. 
How different 4lie case with those who are sup^ 
posed to appear as false prophets at this hour ! 
Dp they, or do they not, confess that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh ? With one consent they do, 
being very jealous for this truth ; and it does not 
lessen the force of this remark, that, in the minds 
of some of them, that coming has been thought 
to be in the fallen flesh of Adam, upheld by the 
Holy Ghost.* They all hold this truth, that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh ; and if this be 
so, how can we deny that the spirit by which 
they are actuated " is of God ?" (1 John, iv. 1, 2.) 
Again, the object which they have in view is the 
glory of Christ, and that which forms the ^reat 



* To preyent any munnderatanding on the suljeet of our 
blessed Lord's humanity, I think it right to state, that this is 
not the writer's view of this important question ; and at the same 
time to say fhat the view which he entertains, he does so con- 
fldentioiuly, having given t^e subject much serious consideration. 
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burden of their communications to the Church 
and the world, is what neither the world nor the 
Church will readily entertain. Thai the Lord is at 
hand, and that the judgmenH, which we learn from 
Scripture shall close this dispensation^ hanfe already 
begun to be poured out. If this be the truth of 
GUxl, under whatever inilu^ice they speak^ they 
bear witness to the truth. They do not seek to 
please men, for nothing gives such great and 
general offence. If therefore they seek not to 
please men, but at any risk bear this testimony, 
which accords with Scripture, how can we deny 
that they are the servants of Christ ? (Gal. i. 10.) 
But if they are the servants of Christ, they form 
a part of his dect body, and we have no right 
to condude, Ji'om this passage at least (Mark, 
xiii. 22.), that such shall be dfectually deceived. 
Should it here be said that this is a device of the 
enemy to bring into disrepute the doctrine of the 
nearness of Christ's second coming, and of the 
threatened judgments, which have already com- 
menced in the earth : we reply, we know with 
what success Satan made that attempt in our 
Lord's time, and we know how that God, whose 
name is jealous, then stopped his mouth. (Mark^ 
i. 34 ; Luke, iv. 41.) is he less jealous now than 
then? Is he more ready to receive testimony 
from the powers of darkness now, in order to 
delude his members ? Who will venture to say 
Yes," to these things ? And, if none can so 



it 
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say, of what actual value is the objection which 
we have thus attempted to try ? Such are the 
kind of arguments which are commonly brought 
forward to show that the . work which we are 
considering is not of God. In this place I do 
not intend to assert that the gifts in question are 
the gesuiine gifts of the Holy Gliosty because this 
is not the place in which to duraw any conclusion on 
the subject. All I here say is, that the objections 
and arguments which are brought forward to 
prove that the work is not of God, must be of a 
very different and a less equivocal character in 
order to eflFect this object. Such, it must be 
clear, are not good of their kind, they are not 
conclusive ; and though they may satisfy those 
who are contented to take their creed from others, 
being unused to judge for themselves, I am per- 
suaded they cannot satisfy that mind which is 
accustomed to examine for itself, to prove all 
things by the true standard, and to hold fast that 
which is good. 



CHAPTER VI. 



An humble endeavour to ascertain how we OUOHl' 

TO THINK OP THE GIFTS WHICH ARE SAID TO HATS 
BB-APPBABED AMONGST US, AND TO ACT TOWABD8 
THE PEBflONS WHO ABB THE SUPPOSED SUBJECTS 
OP THEM. 



**F9Uou> after charity, and duir^ tpiritual ^(^«."— 1 Cor. ziv. 1. 



As one object of every enquiry on a doubtful 
point is to obtain such information as may tend 
to inform our judgment, and guide our conduct 
respecting it, I proceed, with this view, to draw, 
what I trust will prove to be, fair conclusions 
from the foregoing statements; If it have been 
made to appear, that the terms of ^^ the promise 
of the Father" have nothing in them of limitation 
to one, two, or more centuries, and we are 
warranted in supposing that the promise mighi 
therefore be fidfilled to the Church, during the 
whole of that period which should elapse between 
the first and second Adpirents of the Lord; if 
the spiritual dispensatioB of that period derives 
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its n&iHe from this very circumstance, that the 
S^rit should be poured out in a manner very 
different from that in which He had been before 
given } if the Scriptures warrant us in expecting 
that though, for some cause or causes not cer- 
tainly known to us. He should not be extra- 
ordinarly manifested during the whole period of 
which we speak, yet probably at its commencC'- 
ment and close, and that the latter part of thd 
times of the Gentiles shall be as distinguished in 
this respect as the beginning, notwithstanding 
the diversity of man's opinion, the possiblef per* 
version of the gifts, and, in some cases, the imi-* 
tation of them by seducing spirits ^ if, moreover^ 
we have substantial ground for supposing that the 
times of the Gentiles are hastening to their close> 
how should we receive the intelligence^ if it should 
be brought us on credible testimony , that such gifts 
have re-appeared? 

^^ With much eautiony* says one. ^^ With the 
greatest possible suspicion/' says another. ^^ Not 
at ally' says a third. But my reader possibly 
enquires — What does the writer say ? With an 
earnest desire of doing the wiU of God in this things 
by which we shall, sooner or later, know of the 
doctrine Whether it be of God, or whether these 
men speak of themselves. (John, vii. 17.) If in 
such a dpirit we receive the tidings, a faithfid 
God will keep us from error on the one hand, 
and on the other from presumptuously sinning 
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against him. Thus acting, before our minds are 
established on the subject, we shall be found on 
the safer side of those who refuse to ascribe a 
work to Satan without proof wYAch may eventually 
prove to be God's. Should we, however, be 
fully persuaded in our minds, on suffident testi* 
mony, that the work is the Lord's, not only does 
it become us, when we see the grace of God, to 
be glad (Acts, xi. 23, 24.), but to seek that we 
ourselves may be made partakers of this grace, 
and to covet earnestly the best gifts. (1 Cor. 
xiv. 1.) Should we be told that this counsel, 
though it might suit the apostolic times, cannot 
possibly belong to these : we reply, that if these 
times are assimilated to those of the Apostles in 
that very particular which called forth this coun- 
sel, then it would as correctly belong to these as 
to the times in which it was delivered. Neither 
let it be supposed, that I undervalue the graces 
of the Holy Spirit, because I thus speak. I am 
well aware that there is ^^ a more excellent way" 
in which it becomes us all. to walk ; and, if we 
thus walked, there might be difference of ojunion 
on this and other subjects, but there the differ* 
ence would cease. It becomes us, accordingly, 
to desire spiritual gifts, if the Lord see fit to grant 
them, and considering the great probability (to 
say the least) that they will be granted before the 
day of the Lord come, according to the view 
which has been taken of the subject in the fore- 
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going pages, sarely we should hail with joy the 
first streaks of light which precede the dawn of 
such a day, knowing from this that our redemp- 
tion draweth nigh. (Luke, xxi. 28.) Toward 
the persons, who are supposed to be the subjects 
of this grace, how should we order our conver- 
sation ? By that excellent rule of charity, " with- 
out which * whosoever liveth is counted dead 
before God/' Were we to form our opinions of 
them, and to shape our conduct towards them, 
by the sentiments which have been expressed of 
late in the daily journals, nothing would be too 
bad to think, nothing too harsh to say. Well 
it is for them, that they live not in times when 
such enlightened tests of sorcery are in exercise 
as a blindfold march amidst heated plough-shares, 
or the more decisive trial by water : in which, if 
the unfortunate victim drowned it were well, if 
not it was a proof of guilt, and would ensure for 
him some further torture, from which there could 
be no escape ! Well, indeed, is it for them that 
they live not in such times, for the same spirit 
which, "in this enlightened age,*' can dictate 
such sentiments as those to which I have referred, 
would with headlong zeal hurry them to some 
such senseless summary decision, as those which 
characterized a former and a darker age ! To 
persons who are under the influence of such feel- 
ings, permit me, with all humility, to offer 
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oDunsel which may, by God's blessing, tend to 
restrain these feelings, and ultimately to direct 
them into a proper channel. It has been before 
given, and under circumstances not alt(%ether 
dissimilar from those under which it is now 
offered. It influenced the parties to whom it 
was then addressed and has been esteemed by all 
reasonable persons, for well nigh eighteen hun-r 
dred years, as the product of wisdom, and a 
notable instance of the power of reason over blind 
zeal. It was offered to the Jewish council when 
divided by different opinions, and perplexed by the 
holy boldness of a handful of ignorant men, who 
asserted that they possessed the gift of the Holy 
Ghost which was first offered to that nation, and^ 
being by them rejected, was bestowed upon the 
Gentiles. Seeing that the Jewish Sanhedrim was 
about to commit itself by drawing the sword of 
persecution, ^^ There stood up one in the council, 
a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, 
had in reputation among all the people ;" and, 
having reminded the parties present how vain 
are the attempts of mere men to counterfeit a 
work of God, by referring to several failures of 
the kind, he added, ^^ And now I say unto you 
refrain from these men and let them alone ; for 
if this counsel or this work be of men, it will 
come to nought : but if it be of God, ye cannot 
overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to 
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fight ^nst God." (Acts, v. 34, 38, 39.) May 
the Lord grant that neither the reader nor the 
writer be found engaged in that unequal contest, 
for ^^ though the potsherd strive with the pots- 
herds of earth, woe unto him that striveth with 
his Maker." (Tsa. itlv. 9.) 
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